Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


?r***'»  NOVEMBER  1973 

(J  C   QCOT       '       -'■<-■;  f|  T/lDC 

POULTRY 
AND  EGG 
Situation 


ECONOMIC  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Table  1.— Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  at  a  Glance 


Unit 

1972 

1973 

Aug . 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Aug. 

Cant 

Oct. 

NOV. 

Eggs 

Mil.  Eggs 

5  747 

5  511 

5  684 

5,512 

5,402 

5,495 

Average  number  of  layers  on  farms  .  . 

Mil. 

299.6 

300.0 

301.3 

JUt.  .  i 

283 

.3 

289.9 

Eggs 

19.2 

1 8.4 

18  9 

Jo./ 

19 

_2 

1  o 

19.0 

Mil.  lb. 

34  2 

07  "3 

OQ  1 

c.  y .  j. 

25.9 

32 

.1 

29.6 

Mil.  lb 

O.J. 

e;  a 

5.6 

4.3 

5 

2 

5.5 

Ct.  per  doz. 

29  9 

33  9 

■in  Q 

ou.y 

37.0 

69 

.4 

64.2 

59.6 

Retail  price  (BLS) 

Ct.  per  doz. 

51.1 

55.5 

55.7. 

55.3 

96 

.8 

91.9 

87.4 

Dol.  per  ton 

87.0 

88.0 

90.0 

92.0 

165 

.0 

148.0 

144.0 

Pounds 

6.9 

7.7 

6.9 

8.0 

8 

.4 

8.7 

8.3 

Stocks,  first  of  month: 

Shell  

Thous.  cases 

200.0 

247.0 

173.0 

51 

0 

6  5.0 

90.0 

65.0 

Mil.  lb. 

88.1 

88.4 

83.9 

80.4 

48 

7 

50.0 

51.8 

55.4 

Mil. 

37.5 

36.0 

37.9 

32.4 

42 

0 

43.0 

45.8 

Poultry 

Federally  inspected  slaughter,  cert. 

Mil.  lb. 

738.6 

636.1 

694.8 

618.1 

703 

5 

609.5 

Mil.  lb. 

254.6 

241 .7 

282.7 

261.3 

234 

1 

212.3 

Price  at  farm,  live  weight 

Ct.  per  lb. 

i  a  a 

13.9 

37 

8 

30.3 

24.3 

Ct.  per  lb. 

9.4 

9.7 

10.0 

22 

6 

23.0 

19.7 

Ct.  per  lb. 

01  ft 

£  1 .  / 

21.9 

23.1 

40 

r\ 
U 

41.7 

42.3 

9-city  wholesale  broiler  price  

Ct.  per  lb. 

OQ  O 

OA  1 

OU.l 

27.6 

60 

3 

48.4 

40.0 

Retail  price  (BLS) 

Ct.  per  lb. 

/II  A 

42.5 

42 . 1 

41.1 

92 

2 

72.8 

58.3 

Ct.  per  lb. 

55.1 

54.6 

55  1 

55.7 

79 

6 

OJ.J 

90.5 

Dol.  per  ton 

98.0 

98.0 

100.0 

102.0 

182 

0 

169.0 

163.0 

Pounds 

3.0 

3.1 

2.9 

2.7 

4 

2 

3.6 

3.0 

Dol.  per  ton 

98.0 

100.0 

101.0 

102.0 

193 

0 

176.0 

170.0 

Pounds 

4.4 

4.3 

4.3 

4.5 

4 

1 

4.7 

5.0 

Stocks,  first  of  month: 

Mil .  lb. 

23.4 

22.8 

23.9 

27.3 

19 

2 

22.6 

27.6 

32.2 

Mil.  lb. 

213.1 

314.0 

408.5 

472.9 

199 

5 

262.0 

354.3 

456.1 

Total  poultry  

Mil.  lb. 

319.9 

422.1 

521.0 

589.8 

292 

3 

357.0 

464.7 

577.7 

Average  weekly  placement  of 

broiler  chicks  in  21  States  

Mil. 

58.6 

52.9 

53.0 

55.7 

57 

6 

54.3 

53.2 
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SUMMARY  ====== 

Turkey  and  egg  supplies  will  be  lower  for  the  rest  of 
1973  while  broiler  supplies  will  be  about  the  same  as  a 
year  earlier.  Turkey  and  egg  prices  will  continuehigh 
but  broiler  prices  will  be  at  a  reduced  level,  following  a 
sharp  decline  from  summer  to  fall.  Prospects  for  1974 
point  to  a  moderate  expansion  in  egg,  broiler,  and 
turkey  output  and  lower  average  prices. 

Although  egg  production  during  January-October 
was  down  5  percent,  it  was  gaining  on  year-earlier 
levels  in  September-October.  This  indicates  that  egg 
production  is  back  on  an  expansion  path  after  being 
side  tracked  in  June-August.  August's  production 
was  down  6  percent,  but  output  during  October  was 
only  3  percent  below  a  year  ago. 

Egg  production  probably  will  not  match  year- 
earlier  levels  until  early  1974.  However,  hatchery 
activity  has  increased  sharply  in  recent  months  in 
response  to  high  egg  prices  and  the  increased 
profitability  of  eggs.  During  July-October,  21.4 
million  more  egg-type  chicks  were  hatched  than  last 
year.  And  eggs  in  incubators  on  November  1  were  up 
15  percent.  This  will  provide  about  a  14  percent 
increase  in  the  number  of  pullets  available  for  flock 
replacement  next  winter  and  early  spring.  Thus, 
there  likely  will  be  a  significant  increase  in  egg 
production  by  mid-1974. 
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Egg  prices  have  gradually  declined  since  reaching 
highs  for  the  year  in  August.  New  York  wholesale 
prices  for  Grade  A  large  eggs  averaged  about  63  cents 
a  dozen  in  October,  5  cents  below  a  month  earlier  but 
29  cents  above  October  1972.  Prices  recovered  to  69 
cents  in  mid-November.  Egg  prices  will  remain  high 
for  the  remainder  of  the  year  due  to  reduced  supplies 
and  high  prices  for  other  high  protein  foods.  Prices 
likely  will  decline  seasonally  in  the  winter  and  spring 
as  egg  production  increases. 

Broiler  meat  output  will  continue  to  rise  and  will 
exceed  year-earlier  rates  in  November-December. 
However,  output  in  Federally  inspected  plants  for  all 
of  1973  will  total  about  2  percent  below  the  record  7.8 
billion  pounds  ready-to-cook  in  1972.  Nearly  all  the 
decline  will  be  from  fewer  birds  marketed  since  the 
average  weight  of  birds  will  be  about  the  same. 
Broiler  marketings  through  Federally  inspected 
plants  this  year  through  October  31  were  down  about 
1  percent.  Placements  indicate  November-December 
marketings  will  be  up  2  to  3  percent,  before  dipping 
temporarily  in  early  1974. 

Despite  the  many  uncertainties  facing  producers, 
they  could  step  up  broiler  production  in  late  winter, 
and  output  in  the  spring  may  exceed  year-earlier 
levels.  Prospects  for  lower  pork  supplies  and  high  red 
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meat  prices,  despite  uncertainty  over  feed  costs,  may 
keep  broiler  chick  placements  above  a  year  earlier  in 
coming  months.  However,  the  continued  tight  feed 
supply  prospects  will  temper  the  expansion. 

Broiler  prices  have  trended  steadily  downward 
since  the  record  highs  of  early  August.  Wholesale 
prices  in  9  cities  averaged  about  33  cents  per  pound  in 
mid-November,  down  41  cents  from  early  August  but 
still  around  5  cents  above  a  year  ago.  Higher  broiler 
prices  this  year  have  resulted  largely  because  of 
strong  consumer  demand,  reduced  supplies  and  high 
prices  of  meats  and  other  protein  foods,  and  slightly 
smaller  supplies  of  broilers. 

Broiler  prices  will  remain  weak  during  the  balance 
of  1 973,  but  probably  will  rise  in  the  winter  and  spring 
as  pork  production  lags  a  year  earlier  and  red  meat 
prices  remain  high.  Broiler  prices  may  average  above 
a  year  earlier  in  the  winter  but  are  likely  to  lag  in  the 
spring  and  summer.  Prices  are  unlikely  to  repeat  the 
sharp  January-August  1973  rise. 

The  1973  turkey  crop  will  total  around  132  million 
birds,  2  percent  more  than  in  1972.  But  turkey  meat 
output  will  total  about  the  same  as  the  record  1972 
output  because  of  lighter  marketing  weights.  Output 
this  year  through  September  was  down  nearly  3 
percent,  even  though  about  the  same  number  of 
turkeys  were  marketed.  The  average  marketing 
weight  was  down  a  little  more  than  3  percent.  Output 
continued  to  lag  in  October  but,  based  on  poult 
placements,  will  exceed  1972  levels  in  November- 
December.  Turkey  meat  supplies  during  November- 
December  likely  will  be  2-3  percent  below  the  large 
supplies  of  November-December  1972.  Output  will  be 
up  slightly  but  storage  stocks  are  down.  Cold  storage 


turkey  stocks  on  November  1  were  down  17  million 
pounds  from  a  year  earlier  to  456  million  pounds. 

Turkey  poult  production  in  August-October,  largely 
for  marketing  in  early  1974,  was  around  13  percent 
above  the  same  months  of  1972.  Also,  turkey  eggs  in 
incubators  on  November  1  were  up  8  percent.  Turkey 
breeder  flock  owners  on  September  1  indicated  plan 
to  hold  15  percent  more  breeder  hens  for  the  1974 
hatching  season.  If  they  carry  out  these  intentions 
turkey  production  will  be  substantially  larger  in  1 974 
The  moderating  turkey  prices  this  fall  and 
uncertainty  about  feed  costs  in  1974  may  alter 
producers'  decisions,  and  they  may  market  some  of 
these  breeder  hens  before  the  heavy  hatching  period 
in  early  1974. 

Domestic  and  foreign  demand  for  turkey  meat  has 
been  unusually  strong  in  1973  as  prices  of  red  meats 
reached  high  levels.  Despite  sharply  higher  turkey 
prices,  domestic  consumption  during  January 
September  increased  about  a  fifth  of  a  pound  per 
person.  During  the  same  period,  exports  of  whole 
turkeys  and  turkey  parts  increased  about  12  million 
pounds  to  31.8  million  pounds. 

Strong  demand  has  resulted  in  near-record  prices 
much  of  this  year.  Prices  have  trended  downward 
since  early  October  but  are  still  well  above  a  year  ago 
Prices  have  stabilized  and  likely  will  remain  near 
present  levels  for  the  balance  of  this  year.  Price- 
depressing  effects  of  larger  turkey  output  in  early 
1974  may  be  offset  by  strong  demand  for  further 
processing  and  relatively  high  red  meat  prices.  But  if 
producers  follow  early  intentions  to  hold  more 
breeder  hens  and  increase  production  substantially 
prices  may  dip  below  year-earlier  levels  in  the  spring. 


OUTLOOK  CONFERENCE  SCHEDULED  FOR 
DECEMBER  17-19,  1973 

The  National  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference  has  been  set  for  December  17  through  19, 
1973,  at  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Washington,  D.C.  This  year's  Conference  is 
about  2  months  earlier  than  usual  to  give  farmers  and  farm  suppliers  more  time  to  plan  for 
1974  food  production. 

The  1974  outlook  for  U.S.  agriculture  and  the  general  economy  will  receive  particular 
attention  at  the  Conference.  The  outlook  for  farm  inputs  such  as  fuel,  fertilizer,  pesticides, 
and  farm  equipment  will  be  stressed.  Sessions  on  the  1 974  outlook  for  major  commodities  will 
make  up  an  important  part  of  the  Conference  as  usual.  The  Conference  is  sponsored  by 
USDA's  Economic  Research  Service,  Extension  Service,  and  Agricultural  Research  Service. 
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POULTRY  AND  EGG  SITUATION 


PRODUCTION  COSTS  CONTINUE  HIGH 

Costs  of  producing  poultry  and  eggs  in  recent 
months  have  receded  from  the  peak  levels  of  mid- 
August  but  are  still  well  above  a  year  ago.  The  mid- 
October  index  of  prices  paid  by  farmers  for  all 
production  items  was  down  about  3  percent  from  mid- 
August  to  153  (1967=100).  Lower  prices  for  feed  and 
feeder  livestock  more  than  offset  higher  prices  for 
most  other  production  items.  However,  the  index  was 
still  22  percent  above  October  1972. 

The  mid-October  index  of  prices  paid  for  all  feed 
averaged  176  (1967=100),  down  10  percent  from 
August  but  60  percent  above  October  1972.  Most 
grain  and  protein  prices  are  well  below  August  highs. 
Corn  prices  have  risen  since  mid-October  but  protein 
prices  have  been  relatively  stable.  For  example,  U.S. 
No.  2  corn  at  Chicago  in  mid-November  averaged 
$2.52  a  bushel  compared  with  $2.24  a  month  earlier. 
Soybean  meal  (44  percent  protein,  Decatur,  Illinois) 
at  around  $160  a  ton  was  up  about  $5  a  ton  from  mid- 
October. 

Prices  paid  by  producers  for  poultry  feeds  in  mid- 
October  were  down  around  $20  a  ton  from  mid- 
August.  However,  the  percentage  declines  in  broiler 
and  egg  prices  during  this  period  were  greater,  so  the 
broiler  and  egg  feed- price  ratios  slipped.  The  egg  feed- 
price  ratio  for  mid-October  was  8.3,  down  slightly 
from  August  but  well  above  the  6.9  of  October  1972. 
The  broiler  feed-price  ratio  fell  sharply  to  3.0  in 
October  from  the  4.2  in  August  and  near  the  relatively 
low  2.9  of  a  year  earlier.  Turkey  prices  continued 
strong  into  October  before  weakening  and  the  feed- 
price  ratio  at  5.0  was  well  above  the  4.1  for  August 
and  4.3  for  October  1972.  The  ratios  for  broilers  and 
turkeys  probably  have  declined  since  mid-October 
because  of  continued  weakening  of  poultry  prices  and 
relatively  stable  poultry  ration  ingredient  prices. 

Ingredient  prices  this  fall  and  winter  may  average 
near  current  levels.  Feed  supplies  will  continue  tight 
in  coming  months  as  the  result  of  strong  demand  for 
domestic  use  and  for  exports.  Feed  prices  next  spring 
and  summer  will  depend  on  crop  prospects  and 
demand  for  feed  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  cost  of  poultry  and  egg  rations  has  declined 
since  early  September  but  is  still  well  above  a  year 
earlier.  The  cost  of  feed  ingredients  per  pound  of 
ready-to-cook  broiler  is  about  4  cents  below  early 
September,  but  5  cents  above  a  year  ago.  Turkey  feed 
cost  is  down  around  5  cents  from  September  but  up  7 


cents  from  November  1972.  The  feed  cost  for  a  dozen 
eggs  produced  in  early  November  was  down  4  cents 
from  September  but  about  7  cents  above  a  year  ago. 
These  costs  were  computed  from  typical  rations  and 
feed  conversion  ratios  using  early  November  prices 
from  trade  sources. 

INCREASED  COMPETITION  FROM 
RED  MEATS 

The  poultry  industry  may  face  greater  competition 
from  increasing  red  meat  supplies  in  1974.  But 
continued  strong  demand  likely  will  hold  red  meat 
prices  at  relatively  high  levels. 

Pork  supplies  in  thefirst  half  of  1974  areexpected  to 
be  below  January-June  1973,  but  during  the  last  half 
of  the  year  probably  will  be  above  the  low  July- 
December  1973  output.  For  the  year,  pork  supplies 
may  be  about  equal  to  1973  but  well  below  1971  and 
1972  supplies.  Prices  for  pork  are  expected  to  remain 
above  1973  levels  in  the  first  half  of  next  year  but 
during  the  summer  and  fall  average  below  the  high 
year-earlier  levels. 

Beef  output  is  expected  to  exceed  1973's  output  by 
spring  and  then  continue  larger  in  the  second  half. 
However,  the  increased  production  in  1974  may  only 
bring  output  back  up  to  1972  levels.  Prices  are 
expected  to  strengthen  this  winter  before  trending 
downward  throughout  the  balance  of  1974. 

Although  prices  of  beef  and  pork  may  weaken  in 
1974,  they  probably  will  stay  well  above  those  of  any 
other  recent  year  prior  to  1973. 

EGGS 

Production  Picks  Up 

September-October  advances  in  egg  production 
relative  to  a  year  earlier  indicate  production  is  back 
on  an  expansion  path  after  being  sidetracked  during 
June-August.  August's  production  was  6  percent 
below  a  year  earlier,  but  production  during  October 
was  only  down  3  percent.  Production  gains  in 
September-October  were  due  to  an  increase  in  flock 
size  and  a  small  increase  in  the  daily  rate  of  lay. 

The  gain  in  the  rate  of  lay  since  August  was 
apparently  due  to  the  younger  flock  and  a  drop  in  feed 
prices.  During  June-August,  when  feed  prices  were 
extremely  high,  many  producers  apparently 
reformulated  layer  rations  and  in  some  instances 
reduced  protein  levels.  This  caused  the  rate  of  lay  to 
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Layers  on  farms  and  eggs  produced 


Calendar 
quarters 

Number 
of  layers 

Eggs 
per  layer 

Eggs 
produced 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

Mil. 

Mil. 

No. 

No. 

Mil. 
cs. 

Mil 
cs. 

1 

II 
1 1 1 

IV 

317 
303 
300 
302 

298 
290 
284 

56.6 
57.9 
57.0 
56.1 

55.9 
58.1 
56.8 

49.9 
48.8 
47.4 
47.0 

46.3 
46.8 
44.8 

Annual 

305 

227.6 

193.0 

lag.  Feed  prices  have  dropped  sharply  since  August 
with  protein  prices  declining  relatively  more  than 
corn.  Thus,  producers  have  likely  again  raised  the 
protein  levels  and  the  rate  of  lay  has  picked  up. 

Egg  production  through  October  this  year  was 
153.1  million  cases,  8.7  million  cases  below  the  like 
period  in  1972.  The  lower  output  resulted  from  a  15.6 
million  decline  in  the  average  number  of  layers  from 
the  306.2  million  in  the  first  10  months  of  1972.  The 
daily  rate  of  lay  averaged  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

Egg  production  will  remain  below  year-earlier 
levels  until  early  1974.  However,  there  will  be  a 
significant  increase  in  production  by  mid-1974  as 


Poultry  and  Egs  News  Briefs 


US  DA  Proposes  New  Label  Approval 
Procedure  For  Poultry  Products 

USDA  has  proposed  new  regulations  detailing 
the  step-by-step  procedure  for  granting  approval  of 
labels,  containers,  formulas,  and  methods  of 
preparing  poultry  products. 

The  Federal  poultry  insepection  program 
requires  advance  approval  by  USDA  for  labels, 
containers,  formulas,  and  preparation  methods  for 
poultry  products  processed  under  Federal 
inspection.  The  proposed  changes  are  aimed  at 
speeding  up  the  approval  process. 

The  proposed  regulations  would  allow 
manufacturers  to  submit  labels  for  review  to  either 
the  central  APHIS  label  approval  office  or  the 
APHIS  inspector  assigned  to  their  plant. 
Inspectors  would  review  labels  submitted  to  them 
and  have  authority  to  grant  approval  for  certain 
necessary  changes  on  previously  approved  labels. 

Improved  Turkey  Boning  Lines  Developed 

Commercial  turkey  boning  plants  can  improve 
their  output  by  up  to  67  percent  over  conventional 
methods  by  using  improved  methods  and 
equipment  developed  by  USDA. 

The  new  equipment  holds  turkeys  in  a  fixed 
position  from  within  the  body  cavity.  This  allows 
workers  to  keep  both  hands  free  for  the  boning 
operation,  rather  than  having  to  use  one  hand  to 
hold  the  turkey  when  it  is  suspended  by  the  legs,  as 
in  conventional  operations. 

Chicken  Giblets:  Still  Profitable  to  Process 

It  appears  from  an  ERS  study  that  giblets  left 
over  from  sales  of  cut-up  chickens  are  more 
profitable  to  process  and  sell  than  throw 
away — even   though   from   the   standpoint  of 


conserving  water  and  decreasing  water  pollution, 
it  would  be  best  to  cease  processing.  Giblet 
processing  requires  large  quantities  of  water  and 
is  a  primary  source  of  pollutants. 

An  ERS  study  based  on  data  from  a  plant  in 
North  Carolina  found  elimination  of  the 
processing  of  giblets — the  gizzard,  liver,  heart,  and 
neck — would  reduce  daily  water  and  waste 
treatment  costs  by  $111  a  day. 

The  profit  from  1,000  pounds  of  giblets  was  $357 
when  packed  with  the  whole  chicken  and  $219 
when  sold  separately,  both  significant  sums  in 
covering  raw  product  and  other  input  costs. 

Proposed  EPA  Point  Pollution  Regulations 
Will  Mainly  Affect  Ducks  and  Turkeys 

A  recent  unpublished  ERS  survey  in  16  leading 
poultry  States  indicates  few  broiler,  egg,  and 
pullet-growing  operations  will  face  major  changes 
in  management  practices  as  a  result  of  EPA's 
recently  proposed  water  point  pollution  standards. 
Few  continuous  watering  (or  liquid  manure 
handling)  systems  are  used,  and  confinement 
rearing  predominates  (broilers,  almost  100 
percent;  layers  and  pullets,  93  percent  of  units  and 
97  percent  of  volume). 

On  the  other  hand,  89  percent  of  the  turkeys  are 
grown  on  range,  and  25-30  percent  of  these  may 
have  potential  problems  requiring  change  of 
management  practices  and  cash  outlays  for  waste- 
water impoundments  and  treatment  between  now 
and  1978.  Duck  growers,  despite  substantial 
progress  in  recent  years,  face  large  investments 
and  management  changes  to  meet  standards  by 
1983.  About  23  percent  of  the  units  and  21  percent 
of  the  volume  is  in  dry-lot  operations  and  the 
remainder  in  wet-lot  operations,  but  concentration 
per  acre  is  higher  than  for  other  species. 


From  USDA 
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Egg-type  replacement  hatch,  by  quarters,  1960-73 


Year 

First 

JCL  UIIU 

Third 

Year 

quarter 

quarter 

quarter 

quarter 

Mil 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil 

I960  .  .  . 

66.6 

120.4 

25.9 

26.9 

239.8 

1961  .  .  . 

86.2 

111.7 

32.1 

32.9 

262.9 

1962  .  .  . 

73.7 

109.6 

34.0 

33.7 

251.0 

1963  .  .  . 

72.5 

109.3 

39.7 

35.9 

257.4 

1964  .  .  . 

74.0 

107.0 

43.7 

39.5 

264.2 

1965  .  .  . 

63.9 

94.5 

45.3 

40.8 

244.5 

1966  .  .  . 

71.1 

106.0 

53.2 

54.4 

284.7 

1967  .  .  . 

76.1 

95.2 

52.3 

43.8 

267.4 

1968  .  .  . 

62.9 

83.3 

55.9 

55.1 

257.2 

1969  .  .  . 

66.0 

83.6 

58.8 

56.5 

264.9 

1970  .  .  . 

78.9 

92.5 

57.5 

56.6 

285.5 

1971  .  .  . 

70.5 

87.1 

57.0 

49.1 

263.7 

1972  .  .  . 

64.4 

73.9 

56.0 

51.4 

245.7 

1973  .  .  . 

66.2 

75.9 

62.8 

replacement  pullets  entering  the  flock  more  than 
offset  the  number  of  old  layers  culled.  Producers  have 
responded  to  high  prices  and  increased  profitability 
for  eggs  in  recent  months  by  sharply  increasing 
hatchery  activity.  The  egg-feed  price  ratio  for  August- 
October  averaged  8.5.  This  compares  with  an  average 
of  7.2  for  the  same  months  of  1972  and  7.4  for  the  first 
7  months  of  1973.  The  egg-feed  price  ratio  indicates 
the  number  of  pounds  of  feed  equal  in  value  to  a  dozen 
eggs. 

During  July-October  this  year  21.4  million  more 
egg-type  chicks  were  hatched  than  in  1972.  This 
indicates  about  a  1 4  percent  increase  in  the  number  of 
pullets  available  for  flock  replacements  during  the 
first  4  months  of  1974.  In  addition,  eggs  in  incubators 
on  November  1  were  up  15  percent.  Thus,  we  see  the 
beginning  of  a  rapid  buildup  in  flocks  by  next  spring. 


Pullet  chicks  placed  for  laying  flocks,  1966-70  average 
and  1969-73* 


Month 

1966-70 
average 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

Mil 

Mil. 

Mil 

Mil. 

Mil 

Mil 

January   .  .  . 

22.2 

22.0 

26.3 

22.9 

22.1 

22.0 

February  .  . 

24.3 

23.0 

26.7 

24.1 

23.1 

23.0 

33.9 

30.4 

35.9 

31.9 

26.7 

28.9 

April   

38.5 

33.6 

38.7 

35.5 

29.8 

29.5 

May  

36.4 

33.8 

35.9 

33.3 

28.8 

30.4 

June  

28.1 

27.1 

28.9 

27.7 

24.1 

24.5 

July  

22.3 

23.1 

25.6 

23.5 

22.0 

22.7 

Amount 

20.4 

22.0 

17.7 

22  0 

0"k  fx 

c.  O  .D 

September  . 

21.8 

22.7 

23.0 

19.7 

20.5 

24.1 

October  .  .  . 

22.3 

23.2 

23.9 

19.4 

21.4 

25.9 

November  . 

20.0 

20.3 

21.1 

19.0 

18.6 

December  .  . 

20.0 

22.6 

20.7 

18.6 

18.4 

Total  .... 

310.1 

303.8 

324.3 

297.7 

276.8 

*One-half  of  egg  type  chick  hatched  plus  pullet  chicks  placed 
domestically  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks  by  leading 
breeders. 


The  egg  industry  is  concerned  that  producers  may 
step  up  output  too  rapidly  if  egg-type  chick  hatch 
continues  as  it  has  in  recent  months.  In  the  past,  such 
sharp  rises  in  flock  size  have  led  to  lower  egg.prices 
and  in  many  instances  prices  have  dropped  below  the 
cost  of  production. 

The  culling  of  old  hens  picked  up  in  September- 
October  after  falling  well  below  year-earlier  levels  in 
August.  Slaughter  of  mature  hens  in  Federally 
inspected  plants  in  September  was  about  14  million 
birds,  6  percent  above  last  year.  And  weekly 
slaughter  reports  for  October  indicate  about  5  percent 
more  mature  hens  were  culled  than  the  comparable 
period  in  1972.  Earlier,  we  had  expected  culling  of  old 


Table  2—  Eggs-feed  price  ratios,  replacements  started,  chickens  raised,  and  subsequent 
number  of  pullets  on  farms,  1960-73' 


Year 

Egg-feed  price  ratio 

Chickens 
raised3 

Harch  of  replacement 
pullet  chicks4 

Weighted 
average2 

Year  ended 
June  30 

Year  ended 
June  30 

Year  ended 
September  30 

Pound 

Pound 

Million 

Million 

Million 

1960 

9.6 

9.5 

330 

256 

262 

1961 

11.5 

11.4 

340 

282 

288 

1962 

10.1 

10.1 

320 

276 

278 

1963 

8.7 

9.0 

314 

280 

285 

1964 

8.2 

8.0 

316 

285 

291 

1965 

7.6 

7.8 

301 

274 

276 

1966 

9.5 

8.8 

336 

300 

310 

1967 

8.4 

8.2 

321 

317 

315 

1968 

7.5 

7.3 

298 

278 

282 

1969 

9.9 

9.4 

309 

299 

302 

1970 

10.9 

10.2 

325 

326 

325 

1971 

7.6 

7.8 

317 

307 

306 

1972 

7.2 

7.0 

291 

277 

275 

1973 

7.9 

7.5 

281 

287 

1  Includes  available  data  for  Alaska  and  Hawaii  beginning  in  specialized    broilers,    but    including    broiler    breeder  stock. 

1961.    'Weights    are    as    follows:    Preceding    November    1;  January    1  inventory,  1960-69;  December    1  inventory,  1970. 

preceding   December    2;  January    3;   February    4;  March    5;  4One-half  of  reported  hatch  of  egg-type  chicks  plus  pullet  chicks 

April    3;    May    1.    3For   farm    flock   replacement;  excluding  placed  domestically  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks. 
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PULLET  CHICKS  PLACED  FOR  LAYING  FLOCKS  * 

MIL  PULLETS  


40 
35 
30 
25 


1970 

\ 


/     /  W 


15 


^  S^iW/XK   

V  1971 


JAN. 


APR. 


JULY 


OCT. 


*  INCLUDES  REPLACEMENT  FOR  FLOCKS  PRODUCING  BOTH  ECCS  FOR  FOOD  AND  HATCHING  EGGS. 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEC  ERS  8224  73(1.1)  ECONOMIC  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


hens  to  drop,  but  producers  are  apparently 
continuing  to  cull  more  old  hens  in  anticipation  of  the 
expected  large  increase  in  the  number  of  replacement 
pullets  available  in  coming  months. 

Breaking  Activity  Gains 

The  number  of  eggs  broken  and  pounds  of  egg 
products  produced  under  Federal  inspection  during 
August  19-September  15  exceeded  last  year's  levels 
for  the  first  time  this  year.  However,  cummulative 
totals  for  the  year  are  still  well  below  last  year. 

Shell  eggs  broken  under  Federal  inspection  this 
year  through  October  13  totaled  about  439  million 
dozen,  down  17  percent  from  the  comparable  period  in 


1972.  Frozen  egg  production  during  this  period  was  10 
percent  below  a  year  ago  while  dried  egg  production 
was  down  35  percent.  Liquid  egg  production  totaled 
207  million  pounds,  down  about  28  million  pounds. 

Breakers  probably  will  not  increase  their  breaking 
activity  much  until  next  spring  when  they  expect 
lower  prices.  Egg  prices  are  usually  seasonally  low  in 
the  spring  and  breakers  normally  increase  their 
breaking  to  replenish  stocks  of  eggs  for  use  later  in 
the  year. 

Prices  Slip 

Egg  prices  have  gradually  declined  after  reaching 
highs  for  the  year  in  August.  The  New  York 


Shell  egg  prices 


Calendar 
quarters 

Received 
by  producers 

Chicago 

New  York 

La  rge 

Medium 

Large 

Med 

ium 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

Cents  per  dozen 

1  

30.4 

46.4 

30.5 

48.5 

25.9 

44.8 

31.9 

50.1 

28.3 

47.1 

II  

27.6 

47.5 

29.0 

51.6 

24.0 

48.0 

29.8 

51.9 

25.3 

47.7 

Ill   

31.5 

61.6 

34.3 

69.8 

27.2 

62.2 

36.2 

69.8 

30.3 

63.3 

IV   

37.0 

41.5 

37.0 

42.8 

39.3 

31.6 

33.8 

28.5 

35.2 

30.8 
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[  wholesale  price  for  Grade  A  large  eggs  averaged 

i  about  63  cents  a  dozen  in  October.  This  was  13  cents 
below  August  but  29  cents  above  last  year.  They  have 

I  strengthened  in  recent  weeks  and  averaged  about  69 

i  cents  a  dozen  in  mid-November. 

Prices  received  at  farms  by  Georgia  and  Iowa 
producers  for  Grade  A  large  white  eggs  averaged 

I  about  55  cents  a  dozen  in  October.  This  was  a  decline 
of  about  13  cents  from  August  but  still  about  29  cents 
above  October  1972.  The  average  national  price 

s  received  by  farmers  for  all  eggs,  including  hatching 
eggs  and  eggs  sold  direct  at  retail,  averaged  59.6  cents 
a  dozen  in  October.  This  was  about  5  cents  below  the 
previous  month  but  almost  29  cents  above  a  year 
earlier. 

Egg  prices  will  remain  strong  for  the  remainder  of 
1973  due  to  reduced  supplies  and  high  prices  for  other 
high  protein  food.  Egg  prices  likely  will  weaken 
seasonally  this  winter  and  spring  as  supplies 
increase.  Prices  may  slip  below  year-earlier  levels  by 
mid-1974. 


Cold  Storage  Holdings  Down 

Cold  storage  stocks  of  shell  eggs  and  egg  products 
have  increased  in  recent  months  but  remain  well 
below  1972  levels.  On  November  1,  stocks  of  shell 
eggs  and  egg  products  totaled  1.5  million  shell 
equivalent  cases.  This  was  66,000  cases  above  a 
month  earlier  but  743,000  cases  below  last  year. 
Stocks  of  frozen  eggs  at  55.4  million  pounds  were  31 
percent  below  November  1, 1972.  Shocks  of  shell  eggs 
totaled  65,000  cases,  28  percent  below  a  month  earlier 
and  62  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier. 

Imports  and  Exports  Higher 

Imports  and  exports  of  shell  eggs  and  egg  products 
continue  to  run  above  year-earlier  levels,  while 
shipments  to  American  territories  are  down  sharply. 

During  January-September  imports  of  shell  eggs 
and  egg  products  totaled  about  400,000  cases  (shell 
equivalent),  more  than  350,000  cases  above  the  same 
months  of  1972.  Almost  all  of  the  imports  were  shell 


Table  3— Shell  eggs:  Production  and  New  York  average  wholesale  price,  by  quarters,  1960-73 


Egg  production 

New  York  wholesale  price1 

Year 

1 

II 

III 

IV 

Annual 

1 

II 

II 

IV 

Annual 

average 

average 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

dozen 

dozen 

dozen 

dozen 

dozen 

1960 

1,405.2 

1,422.5 

1,249.1 

1,262.0 

5,338.8 

35.18 

38.85 

47.53 

56.33 

44.47 

1961   

1,361.3 

1,406.4 

1,270.5 

1,319.7 

5,357.9 

43.72 

36.39 

46.20 

44.69 

42.75 

1962   

1,373.0 

1,426.3 

1,288.8 

1,315.1 

5,403.2 

39.45 

33.38 

42.94 

44.59 

40.09 

1963   

1,329.3 

1,410.5 

1,290.5 

1,314.4 

5,344.6 

40.53 

32.69 

41.43 

41.73 

39.10 

1964 

1,374.6 

1,415.6 

1,309.1 

1,335.3 

5,434.6 

39.51 

31.74 

40.45 

38.26 

37.49 

1965 

1,380.3 

1,419.5 

1,327.6 

1,335.7 

5,463.1 

31.93 

33.15 

39.81 

44.64 

37.38 

1966 

1,352.7 

1,411.6 

1,346.2 

1,406.7 

5,517.2 

45.46 

38.06 

47.74 

46.23 

44.37 

1967   

1,439.5 

1,477.0 

1,420.8 

1,440.1 

5,777.3 

36.38 

28.66 

33.94 

32.04 

32.76 

1968   

1,460.0 

1,459.9 

1,380.9 

1,379.0 

5,679.7 

32.42 

31.14 

43.73 

44.58 

37.97 

1969   

1,389.0 

1,448.2 

1,390.7 

1,401.2 

5,628.8 

46.03 

36.59 

46.66 

57.28 

46.64 

1970   

1,403.4 

1,445.6 

1,411.4 

1,450.6 

5,710.8 

54.10 

35.02 

43.10 

39.66 

42.97 

1971   

1,459.0 

1,476.0 

1,437.0 

1,473.6 

5,846.2 

36.11 

33.03 

34.32 

33.99 

34.36 

1972 

1,495.5 

1,462.7 

1,422.5 

1,410.4 

5,791.1 

31.89 

29.82 

36.25 

42.82 

35.19 

1973   

1,390.3 

1,402.6 

1,343.5 

50.11 

51.88 

69.75 

Percent  change  from  previous 

year 

1960 

-3.7 

-4.0 

-2.3 

-4.5 

-3.7 

-11.0 

24.0 

6.8 

45.0 

15.4 

1961 

-3.1 

-1.1 

1.7 

4.6 

0.4 

24.3 

-6.3 

-2.8 

-20.7 

-3.9 

1962  ,  , 

0.9 

1.4 

1.4 

-0.3 

0.8 

-9.8 

-8.3 

-7.1 

-0.2 

-6.2 

1963   

-3.2 

-1.1 

0.1 

-0.1 

-1.1 

2.7 

-2.1 

-3.5 

-6.4 

-2.5 

1964   

3.4 

0.4 

1.4 

1.6 

1.7 

-2.5 

-2.9 

-2.4 

-8.3 

-4.1 

1965   

0.4 

0.3 

1.4 

0 

0.5 

-19.2 

4.4 

-1.6 

16.7 

-0.3 

1966   

-2.0 

-0.6 

1.4 

5.3 

1.0 

42.4 

14.8 

19.9 

3.6 

18.7 

1967   

6.4 

4.6 

5.5 

2.4 

4.7 

-20.0 

-24.7 

-28.9 

30.7 

-26.2 

1968   

1.4 

-1.2 

-2.6 

-4.2 

-1.7 

-10.9 

8.7 

28.8 

39.1 

15.9 

1969   

-4.9 

-0.8 

0.7 

1.6 

-0.9 

42.0 

17.5 

6.7 

28.5 

22.8 

1970   

1.0 

0.2 

1.5 

3.5 

1.4 

17.5 

-4.3 

-7.6 

-30.8 

-7.9 

1971   

4.0 

2.1 

1.8 

1.6 

2.4 

-33.3 

-5.7 

-20.4 

-14.3 

-20.0 

1972   

2.5 

-0.9 

-1.0 

-4.3 

-0.9 

-11.7 

-9.7 

5.6 

26.0 

2.4 

1973   

•7.0 

-4.1 

-5.6 

57.1 

74.0 

92.4 

1  Minimum  10  percent  AA  75  percent  A  quality  white  large  corresponds  to  commercial  grade  of  fancy. 
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Table  4— Eggs:  Prices  paid  to  Georgia  and  Iowa  at  farm.  Grade  A  large  white 


Year 

Jan. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Average 

Georgia 

Cents  per  dozen 

1965  ... 

26 

38 

27 

60 

28 

77 

31 

14 

27 

02 

28 

52 

29.60 

33 

45 

37 

45 

38 

10 

39 

80 

41 

48 

32 

44 

1966   . . . 

37 

47 

41 

49 

43 

34 

38 

23 

30 

51 

32 

00 

39.38 

4 1 

12 

46 

18 

41 

45 

42 

90 

40 

50 

39 

46 

1967  . . . 

34 

10 

30 

34 

31 

82 

25 

51 

24 

74 

23 

36 

30.02 

28 

08 

30 

94 

25 

23 

27 

76 

30 

36 

28 

52 

1968   . . . 

28 

86 

26 

74 

28 

93 

27 

77 

24 

32 

29 

55 

34.43 

37 

81 

47 

93 

37 

71 

40 

09 

44 

88 

34 

08 

1969   . . . 

45 

65 

37 

84 

40 

69 

36 

50 

29 

09 

30 

19 

40.29 

38 

61 

44 

24 

41 

57 

53 

04 

58 

32 

41 

34 

1970  . . . 

56 

20 

47 

40 

42 

20 

31 

65 

26 

20 

29 

59 

36.87 

33 

51 

40 

54 

30 

36 

33 

71 

37 

00 

37 

10 

1971  ... 

32 

91 

28 

50 

30 

05 

30 

26 

24 

14 

24 

86 

26.39 

27 

40 

27 

99 

24 

82 

26 

56 

30 

81 

27 

89 

1972 

24 

12 

23 

82 

27 

73 

22 

30 

21 

01 

22 

61 

26.69 

26 

98 

30 

88 

25 

93 

34 

00 

42 

74 

27 

40 

1973   . . . 

46 

63 

37 

34 

42 

65 

42 

29 

40 

52 

4  8 

34 

54.98 

68 

20 

60 

86 

55 

07 

Iowa 1 

Cents  per  dozen 

1965   . . . 

24 

99 

26 

12 

27 

53 

29 

56 

25 

41 

27 

10 

28.10 

32 

20 

36 

29 

36 

83 

38 

79 

39 

99 

31 

08 

1966   .  .  . 

35 

93 

39 

96 

41 

03 

36 

52 

29 

18 

30 

58 

37.71 

39 

48 

44 

58 

40 

00 

41 

84 

39 

01 

37 

98 

1967  . : . 

32 

75 

29 

21 

31 

76 

24 

12 

23 

65 

22 

78 

28.94 

26 

72 

29 

72 

24 

44 

26 

05 

28 

20 

27 

36 

1968   . . . 

26 

66 

24 

39 

26 

08 

25 

3 1 

22 

08 

27 

40 

31.59 

33 

95 

44 

14 

34 

1 5 

37 

1 7 

41 

40 

o  J. 

i  y 

1969  . . . 

42 

81 

35 

78 

38 

12 

34 

40 

26 

68 

28 

32 

39.63 

35 

98 

41 

14 

39 

41 

51 

40 

56 

15 

39 

15 

1970   . . . 

53 

86 

44 

87 

40 

33 

28 

80 

24 

12 

27 

51 

34.09 

31 

10 

38 

10 

28 

28 

31 

07 

34 

16 

34 

69 

1971    . . . 

30 

0  7 

25 

50 

26 

4  1 

26 

97 

21 

65 

22 

.67 

24.49 

26 

88 

25 

89 

24 

36 

25 

25 

29 

24 

25 

79 

1972   . . . 

22 

29 

21 

26 

25 

.41 

20 

28 

19 

60 

20 

41 

24.44 

24 

37 

28 

82 

25 

22 

31 

38 

40 

05 

25 

29 

1973   . . . 

43 

52 

34 

75 

40 

78 

40 

40 

39 

14 

46 

.37 

52.94 

67 

13 

59 

71 

54 

23 

1  Egg    prices    at   farm    under   buyers   quality   and   volume  incentive. 
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eggs  and  76  percent  were  from  Canada.  Although 
imports  are  up  sharply  from  1972,  they  still  are  less 
than  one-half  a  percent  of  total  eggs  produced  in  the 
United  States  during  this  period. 

Exports  of  shell  eggs  and  egg  products  through 
September  totaled  about  570,000  shell  equivalent 
cases.  This  was  a  little  over  1  percent  more  than  in  the 
same  months  of  1972.  Shell  eggs,  making  up  66 
percent  of  total  exports,  were  up  6  percent  from  1972. 
But  exports  of  egg  products  were  down  6  percent. 
Hatching  eggs  accounted  for  84  percent  of  the  shell 
egg  exports.  Exports  of  shell  eggs  and  egg  products 
during  January-September  exceeded  imports  by 
about  171,000  cases  (shell  equivalent). 

During  January-September,  shipments  of  eggs  and 
egg  products  to  American  territories  were  down  about 
a  third  from  the  922,400  cases  during  the  comparable 
period  in  1972. 


USDA  Ends  Egg  Mix  Purchases 

USDA  announced  on  October  31  the  end  of 
purchases  of  egg  mix  after  buying  9.5  million  pounds 
during  August-October.  This  was  the  equivalent  of 
about  486,000  cases  of  shell  eggs.  Purchases  through 
October  this  year  totaled  10.7  million  poundsat  a  cost 
of  $17.3  million. 


BROILERS 

Output  Near  Year  Earlier 

The  1973  broiler  crop  is  expected  to  total  about  2 
percent  below  the  record  of  3.1  billion  broilers 
produced  in  1972  but  still  well  above  other  previous 
years.  The  number  of  broilers  marketed  through 
Federally  inspected  slaughter  plants  during  the  first 
3  quarters  this  year  was  down  about  2  percent.  The 
average  liveweight,  at  3.7  pounds,  was  slightly 
lighter.    Post-mortem    condemnations   of  young 


Broilers  slaughtered  in  Federally  inspected  plants 


Calendar 
quarters 

Number 
inspected 

Average 
live  weight 

Certified  as 
wholesome 
(ready-to-cook 
weight) 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

Mil 

Mil 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

1 

II 
III 
IV 

707.2 
770.6 
757.8 
700.5 

699.8 
746.8 
745.7 

3.71 
3.73 
3.71 
3.79 

3.70 
3.70 
3.71 

1,864.8 
2,052.2 
2,011.2 
1,895.2 

1,849.7 
1,986.5 
1,986.6 

Annual 

2,936.2 

3.73 

7,823.4 

BROILER  SLAUGHTER* 


MIL.  LB. 


YOUNG  CHICKENS  SLAUGHTERED  IN  FEDERALLY  INSPECTED  PLANTS. 
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Table  5— Broilers:  Eggs  set  and  broiler  chicks  placed  weekly  in  21  commercial  broiler 
producing  States,  1972-73 


Eggs  set 

Percent  of 

Chicks  placed 

Percent  of 

previous  year 

previous  year 

Week  ending 

1972 

1973 

1  y  / 

1  Q77 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

January  6  

73,842 

71,130 

104 

96 

57,828 

56,109 

102 

97 

13  

74,780 

69,731 

1 04 

yo 

58,962 

56,089 

IUO 

95 

20  

7C  C11 

/u,yu  j 

110 

93 

58,8 1 7 

56,418 

106 

94 

27  

77,561 

70,376 

110 

91 

59,412 

57,592 

103 

97 

77,861 

70,326 

109 

90 

60,110 

57,579 

110 

96 

10  . 

78,602 

73,002 

109 

93 

61,447 

57,599 

110 

94 

17  

78,457 

74,232 

108 

95 

62,309 

57,266 

109 

92 

24  .  .  . 

78,963 

75,798 

108 

96 

63,027 

56,688 

109 

90 

79,430 

76,182 

106 

96 

63,359 

59,403 

108 

94 

10  

79,494 

75,996 

106 

96 

63,439 

60,808 

108 

96 

17  

79,483 

76,359 

105 

96 

63,136 

61,553 

106 

97 

24  

80,223 

77,907 

105 

97 

64,212 

61,886 

106 

96 

31  

80,664 

79,084 

104 

98 

64,288 

62,416 

106 

97 

April  7  

81,008 

78,610 

105 

97 

64,084 

62,199 

104 

97 

14  

80,053 

78,502 

1 04 

yo 

64,635 

63,469 

y  o 

21  

7Q    -7/1  Q 

7C  QQ7 

105 

96 

64,92 1 

63,962 

106 

99 

28  

80,312 

78,398 

105 

98 

65,814 

63,918 

107 

97 

May  5  

79,762 

77,894 

104 

98 

64,862 

63,198 

107 

97 

12  

79,149 

77,782 

103 

98 

64,101 

62,005 

105 

97 

19  

79,730 

77,996 

1  C\A 

no 

yo 

64,887 

63,215 

105 

97 

26  

79,048 

77,782 

101 

98 

64,619 

63,155 

105 

98 

79,064 

77,464 

102 

98 

63,967 

63,189 

104 

99 

9  

79,324 

76,572 

103 

97 

63,566 

63,131 

103 

99 

16  

70,646 

69,582 

92 

98 

63,444 

62,508 

1UJ 

99 

23  

C7  /ICC 

D  /  ,400 

103 

92 

62,740 

61,465 

103 

98 

30  

75,826 

69,744 

104 

92 

63,231 

60,396 

105 

95 

July  7  

75,630 

70,508 

101 

93 

55,803 

54,810 

101 

98 

14  

75,382 

71,684 

1 02 

95 

57,637 

53,996 

102 

94 

21  

74  7  55 

72  792 

101 

97 

102 

92 

28  

73.930 

72,219 

100 

98 

59,707 

56,431 

103 

95 

August  4  

72,328 

71,835 

99 

99 

60,512 

57,009 

104 

94 

11  

72,534 

71,394 

99 

98 

59,730 

58,115 

104 

100 

18  

71,821 

70,823 

99 

99 

58,178 

58,249 

102 

100 

25  

70,353 

70,930 

99 

101 

57,226 

57,475 

99 

100 

62,093 

66,480 

89 

107 

57,543 

57,254 

101 

99 

8  . 

64,045 

64,863 

103 

101 

57,218 

57,061 

102 

99 

15  . 

71,612 

70,369 

1  1  "3 

llo 

yo 

55,281 

56,671 

102 

i  no 

22 

70,696 

70,716 

101 

100 

48,743 

53,060 

101 

109 

29  

67,426 

69,323 

100 

103 

50,230 

50,444 

101 

100 

69,684 

61,695 

96 

103 

57,055 

56,133 

105 

98 

13 

64,473 

60,602 

107 

94 

56,335 

56,555 

105 

100 

20 

68,965 

67,721 

105 

98 

53,5  77 

55,655 

109 

104 

27  

71,386 

71,918 

102 

101 

47,039 

48,912 

100 

104 

Nnupinhpr  ^ 

70,294 

71,002 

99 

101 

50,818 

48,973 

92 

96 

10 

72,250 

103 

55,000 

96 

17 

71,911 

100 

57,300 

101 

24 

7 1,209 

98 

56,564 

99 

71,021 

98 

58,01 7 

101 

8  

66,604 

93 

57,864 

101 

69,725 

97 

57,304 

99 

22  

69,759 

96 

57,061 

102 

29  

69,934 

94 

52,813 

91 

52  weeks  total  

3,852,998 

3,090,370 
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chickens  in  Federally  inspected  plants  continued  the 
downward  trend  of  recent  years.  Post-mortem 
condemnations  during  January-September  were  2.7 
percent  of  the  7.3  billion  pounds  (New  York  dressed 
weight)  inspected,  compared  with  3.1  percent  in  the 
like  period  of  1972  and  3.8  percent  in  1971. 

Output  of  broiler  meat  in  Federally  inspected 
plants  for  January-September  totaled  5.8  billion 
pounds  ready-to-cook,  about  2  percent  less  than  a 
year  ago.  In  1972  almost  95  percent  of  the  broilers 
produced  were  moved  through  Federally  inspected 
plants,  up  2  percentage  points  from  1971.  The  trend  of 
an  increasing  share  of  the  broilers  being  marketed 
through  Federally  inspected  plants  probably 
continued  this  year. 

Output  gained  relative  to  1972  this  fall  and  will 
slightly  exceed  year-earlier  levels  through  the 
balance  of  1973.  Broiler  output  will  again  drop  below 
a  year  earlier  in  early  1974  but  subsequently  could 
gain  and  average  moderately  higher  during  most  of 
1974.  Weekly  broiler  chick  placements  for  December 
marketing  are  up  slightly  from  a  year  earlier  but  egg 
sets  for  broiler  marketings  in  early  January  are 


Table  6— Changes  from  the  preceding  year  in  selected  broiler  industry  statistics,  1965-73* 


Year 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Percent 

Pullet  chicks  placed  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks  7-14  months  earlier 

1965 

-6 

-5 

-5 

-6 

-7 

-6 

-3 

2 

4 

5 

7 

10 

1966 

12 

11 

10 

9 

9 

10 

10 

10 

10 

11 

12 

14 

1967 

16 

17 

18 

18 

20 

20 

20 

20 

17 

10 

6 

0 

1968 

-4 

-7 

-8 

-10 

-12 

-11 

-10 

-13 

-19 

-8 

-6 

-5 

1969 

-4 

-3 

-2 

-1 

-1 

5 

6 

8 

7 

8 

8 

8 

1970 

9 

8 

7 

6 

6 

6 

4 

4 

4 

5 

4 

4 

1971 

3 

2 

2 

0 

-1 

-3 

-4 

-5 

-7 

-10 

-11 

-12 

1972 

-12 

-13 

-13 

-12 

-11 

-12 

-10 

-9 

-9 

-10 

-9 

-10 

1973 

-10 

-8 

-9 

-8 

-7 

-6 

-9 

-8 

-7 

-5 

-4 

-3 

1974 

-4 

-4 

-1 

0 

3 

Broiler  chick  placements  in  22  or  23  States  advanced  2  months  to  expected  marketing  months 

1965 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

7 

9 

11 

11 

13 

13 

14 

1966 

13 

14 

14 

12 

10 

9 

9 

8 

8 

10 

11 

11 

1967 

8 

3 

2 

3 

4 

2 

0 

-1 

1 

-1 

-3 

■A 

1968 

-3 

0 

1 

-2 

-3 

-1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

4 

1969 

6 

4 

5 

6 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7 

9 

11 

9 

1970 

11 

9 

13 

12 

10 

9 

7 

6 

5 

2 

-1 

-3 

1971 

-2 

-2 

-3 

-5 

-6 

-5 

-4 

-2 

-2 

1 

3 

4 

1972 

3 

3 

6 

8 

8 

6 

4 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1973 

2 

2 

-5 

-5 

-4 

-2 

-2 

-3 

-3 

-1 

1 

Broiler  prices  received  by  U.S.  producers 

1965 

4 

6 

8 

10 

11 

10 

7 

2 

0 

0 

2 

7 

1966 

9 

10 

8 

8 

5 

5 

3 

3 

-1 

-5 

-11 

-14 

196  7 

-14 

-13 

-12 

-17 

-16 

-16 

-15 

-14 

-12 

-11 

-10 

-6 

1968 

-2 

-1 

1 

5 

7 

10 

11 

11 

9 

9 

9 

10 

1969 

6 

3 

2 

4 

5 

8 

10 

12 

14 

12 

8 

4 

1970 

1 

-1 

-5 

-7 

-11 

-17 

-20 

-20 

-17 

-14 

-13 

-11 

1971 

-9 

-7 

-3 

0 

6 

12 

13 

10 

6 

2 

0 

0 

1972 

3 

4 

1 

-2 

-6 

-4 

-1 

4 

8 

14 

13 

18 

1973 

26 

42 

65 

79 

81 

72 

100 

108 

107 

*F 

uctuations 

in    monthly  data 

reduced 

by   the   use  of 

3-month  moving  averages. 

lagging.  Profitability  of  broiler  production  has 
declined  in  recent  months  because  broiler  prices  have 
slipped  faster  than  feed  costs.  However,  prospects  for 
lower  pork  supplies  through  at  least  the  first  half  of 
1974  and  continued  relatively  high  red  meat  prices 
likely  will  encourage  producers  to  expand  broiler 
output  in  1974. 

The  availability  of  hatching  eggs  may  limit 
expansion  in  broiler  meat  output  during  the  first  half 
of  1974.  Based  on  the  accmulation  of  chicks  placed 
domestipally  7  to  14  months  earlier,  the  broiler 
hatchery  supply  flock  at  the  beginning  of  1974  will  be 
about  4  percent  below  a  year  earlier.  But  flock  size  is 
growing  and  likely  will  exceed  1973  levels  in  early 
spring.  The  number  of  layers  necessary  for  producing 
eggs  for  broiler  hatching  use  has  declined  sharply  in 
recent  years.  For  example,  in  October  this  year  there 
was  an  average  of  63.3  million  broiler  eggs  set  weekly 
compared  with  64.8  million  a  week  during  October 
1970  despite  the  hatchery  supply  flock  being  down 
nearly  6  million  layers  from  the  19.7  million  in  1970. 
The  hatchability  of  eggs  and  livability  of  chicks  have 
also  increased. 
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Broiler  Markets  Down 

Broiler  prices  are  following  their  normal  seasonal 
price  decline  this  fall.  Broilers  in  9  cities  during 
October  averaged  40  cents  a  pound  at  wholesale, 
down  about  8  cents  from  September  but  12  cents 
above  October  1972.  Broiler  prices  for  January- 
October  averaged  55  percent  above  the  same  months 
of  1972.  Broiler  feed  prices  paid  by  producers  also 
increased  sharply  and  averaged  about  56  percent 
higher.  Although  broiler  meat  output  during  this 
period  was  down  about  2  percent,  the  sharply  higher 
broiler  prices  largely  resulted  from  strong  consumer 
demand,  reduced  beef  and  pork  supplies,  and  much 
higher  red  meat  prices.  Beef  production  during 

Broiler  prices 


Received  by 

9-clty  weighted 

Calendar 

producers 

average 

quarters 

(ready-to-cook  weight) 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

Cents  per  pound 

1 

14.1 

20.0 

27.8 

37.1 

II 

13.6 

24.6 

27.2 

42.3 

III 

15.2 

31.5 

29.7 

52.6 

IV 

14.2 

28.0 

Annual 

14.3 

28.1 

January-September  was  down  6  percent  and  pork 
output  was  down  7  percent. 

Broiler  prices  likely  will  remain  weak  through  the 
rest  of  1973  before  beginning  their  usual  winter  rise. 
Prices  usually  decline  in  November-December  as 
many  consumers  switch  to  turkey  and  ham  for 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas. 

Broiler  prices  probably  will  gain  in  the  winter  and 
spring  as  pork  production  continues  to  lag  a  year 
earlier  and  red  meat  prices  remain  relatively  high. 
Prices  may  average  above  a  year  earlier  in  the  winter 
but  in  the  spring  and  summer  will  lag  the  high  1973 
prices.  Prices  in  1974  are  not  expected  to  repeat  the 
sharp  rise  of  January-August  1973.  The  9-city 
wholesale  broiler  price  increased  from  32.7  cents  a 
pound  for  the  first  week  of  January  to  a  high  of  73.7 
cents  a  pound  for  the  first  week  of  August. 

Less  Chicken  Meat  Exported 

Sharply  higher  domestic  poultry  prices  this  year 
have  reduced  total  chicken  meat  exports  during 
January-September  by  about  9  million  pounds  to  66 
million  pounds  ready-to-cook  weight.  Most  of  the 
decline  was  in  fresh  and  frozen  young  chicken, 
canned  whole  chickens,  and  chicken  parts,  excluding 
livers.  Exports  of  whole  young  chickens  and  parts 
during  January-September  totaled  64  million 
pounds,  down  11  percent  from  the  same  period  of 
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1972.  Exports  of  chicken  parts,  accounting  for  86 
percent  of  total  exports  of  young  whole  chickens  and 
parts  were  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.  Whole 
young  chick  ens  exports  were  down  44  percent. 
Poultry  livers  were  up  7  percent  to  3.6  million  pounds. 
Canned  poultry  was  down  55  percent.  In  addition, 
whole  fowl  exports  were  down  38  percent  to  1.8 
million  pounds. 

Through  September  this  year,  shipments  of 
chicken  to  American  territories  totaled  86  million 
pounds,  ready-to-cook  weight,  slightly  more  than  in 
the  like  period  of  1972.  More  than  90  percent  of  the 
total  went  to  Puerto  Rico  with  the  balance  going  to 
Virgin  Islands  and  American  Samoa. 


Less  Chicken  For  School  Lunches 

Through  October  30  this  year,  USDA  purchases  of 
cut-up  young  chickens  for  use  in  the  National  School 
Lunch  Program  for  the  1973-74  year  totaled  18 
million  pounds,  ready-to-cook  weight,  compared  with 
38.6  million  pounds  during  the  same  period  of  1972. 
Purchases  were  resumed  in  early  August  last  year  but 
purchases  this  year  were  not  resumed  until 
September.  The  cost  of  this  year's  purchases 
averaged  about  50  cents  a  pound,  up  a  half  from  the 
1972  purchases. 


TURKEYS 

Record  Crop— Stocks  Lower 

The  1973  turkey  crop  is  estimated  to  total  132 
million  birds,  up  2  percent  from  the  1972  record  crop. 
Nevertheless,  turkey  meat  output  likely  will  be  about 
the  same  as  in  1972.  Through  September  this  year  the 
weight  of  bird  marketed  has  averaged  a  little  more 
than  3  percent  lighter.  However,  weekly  slaughter 
reports  indicate  that  marketing  weights  have  gained 
and  were  near  year-earlier  levels  in  late  October. 


Turkey  slaughtered  in  Federally  inspected  plants 


Calendar 
quarters 

Number 
inspected 

Average 
live  weight 

Certified  as 
wholesome 
(ready-to-cook 
weight) 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Mil 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

1 

1 1 
III 
IV 

11.1 
20.2 
46.2 
43.9 

11.7 
21.6 
44.6 

17.3 
16.8 
18.7 
20.2 

17.2 
16.6 
17.9 

148.6 
267.9 
683.3 
696.7 

156.6 
282.9 
631.5 

Annual 

121.3 

18.8 

1,796.5 

PES-279,  NOVEMBER  1973  15 


During  January-September  this  year,  turkey  meat 
output  in  Federally  inspected  plants  totaled  1,070 
million  pounds  (ready-to-cook  weight)  compared  with 
1,100  million  pounds  for  the  same  months  of  1972. 
Based  on  poults  placed  4-6  months  earlier,  output 
continued  lower  during  October  but  will  exceed  year- 
earlier  levels  during  November  and  December. 

Available  turkey  supplies  during  the  holiday 
season  will  be  2-3  percent  below  the  large  1972 
supplies.  Output  during  November-December  likely 
will  be  about  equal  to  a  year  ago  but  storage  stocks 
are  down.  Cold  storage  turkey  stocks  increased  as 
usual  during  October  and  on  November  1  totaled  456 
million  pounds,  about  17  million  less  than  on 
November  1,  1972. 

Turkey  production  during  the  first  half  of  1974 
likely  will  run  well  above  January- June  1973.  Turkey 
poult  production  in  August-October,  for  marketing 
during  early  1974,  was  13  percent  above  a  year  ago.  In 
addition,  there  were  8  percent  more  turkey  eggs  in 
incubators  on  November  1  than  a  year  earlier. 

If  turkey  breeder  flock  oweners  carry  out  their 
September  1  plans  to  keep  15  percent  more  breeder 
hens  for  next  year's  hatching  season,  turkey 
production  will  be  substantially  larger  throughout 
1974.  However,  declining  turkey  prices  this  fall  and 
uncertainty  about  continued  high  feed  costs  next 
year  likely  will  alter  producers'  decisions  and  some  of 


these  breeder  hens  may  be  marketed  prior  to  the 
heavy  hatching  period  in  1974.  Intentions  to  hold 
turkey  breeder  hens  for  the  1974  hatching  season 
were  reported  by  States  in  table  11  of  the  September 
Poultry  and  Egg  Situation.  The  actual  number  of 
breeder  hens  on  farms  December  1, 1973,  in  26  States 
will  be  reported  by  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  in  early 
January. 

Use  Up  in  1973 

Consumer  demand  for  turkey  meat  has  been 
unusually  strong  this  year  as  prices  of  red  meats  have 
gone  up.  Despite  sharply  higher  turkey  prices, 
disappearance  of  turkey  meat  through  January- 
September  this  year  was  above  a  year  earlier. 
Domestic  consumption  during  this  period  totaled 
around  17  million  pounds  more  than  the  970  million 
pounds  consumed  in  the  same  period  of  1972. 

Foreign  demand  also  increased  and  turkey  meat 
exports  this  year  are  well  ahead  of  a  year  ago. 
Exports  of  whole  turkey  meat  and  turkey  parts, 
excluding  livers,  for  January-September  totaled  31.8 
million  pounds,  ready-to-cook  weight.  This  compares 
with  19.9  million  pounds  in  the  same  period  of  1972. 
The  value  of  the  exports  increased  even  more  since 
turkey  prices  were  much  higher  than  in  1972.  In 
addition,  the  export  category  that  includes  further 


TURKEY  COLD  STORAGE  STOCKS* 


MIL  LB. 


JAN. 


APR. 


JULY 


OCT. 


&FIRST  OF  MONTH.  ^PRELIMINARY. 
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Table  7— Turkey  hatchery  operations.  United  States  and  10  States  reporting  weekly,  1972-73 


Month 

United  States 

Period2 

10  States' 

Hatch 

Change  from 
year  earlier 

Hatch 

Egg  setting  advanced 
4  weeks 

1972 

1973 

Hatch 

Eggs  in 
incuba- 
tors first 
of  month 

1972 

1973 

Change 
from 
year 
earlier 

1972 

1973 

Change 
from 
year 
earlier 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Pet. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Pet. 

8,387 

9,633 

15 

10 

Dec.  30-Feb.  3  .  .  .  . 

7,077 

8,127 

15 

10,737 

11,940 

11 

February   

13,493 

12,883 

-5 

0 

Feb.  4-Mar.  3  

10,002 

9,550 

-5 

15,102 

14,238 

-6 

19,640 

18,344 

-7 

-10 

Mar.  4-Mar.  31  .... 

12,962 

12,380 

-4 

19,812 

17,626 

-11 

April   

21,596 

20,767 

-4 

-8 

Apr.  1-Apr.  28  .... 

14,229 

13,915 

-2 

21,880 

20,654 

-6 

21,8  74 

2 1 ,698 

-1 

-5 

Apr.  29-June  2  .  .  .  . 

1 7,549 

1  7,800 

1 

28,250 

0~J    "7  C  "3 

O 

-z 

June  

19,065 

19,421 

2 

-3 

June  3-June  30  ...  . 

12,721 

13,605 

7 

21,421 

22,228 

4 

July  .i  

12,746 

13,803 

8 

1 

July  1-July  28  .... 

6,994 

7,614 

9 

15,601 

16,636 

7 

August  

6,595 

7,379 

12 

5 

July  29-Sept.  1  .  .  .  . 

5,037 

5,747 

14 

9.361 

10,764 

15 

3,360 

4,004 

19 

19 

Sept.  2-Sept.  29  .  .  . 

2,223 

2,380 

7 

3,925 

3,978 

1 

3,532 

3,921 

11 

8 

Sept.  30-Nov.  3  ... 

2,435 

2,625 

8 

3,873 

4,123 

6 

4,612 

8 

Nov.  4-Dec.  1  

4,341 

4,294 

-1 

6,679 

1  The  10  States  are:  California,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Ohio,  Oregon,  South  Carolina,  Texas,  Virginia,  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin. 
2Weeks  of  1973  and  corresponding  weeks  of  1972. 


Table  8— Turkeys:  Monthly  hatchings  by  breed  type,  advanced  to  indicate  prospective 
month  of  marketing,  48  States,  1972-74 


Month  of 
marketing 

Light  breeds  advanced 
4  months 

Heavy 

breeds 

All  turkey:  Sum  of 
preceding  columns* 

Hens  advanced 
5  months 

Toms  advanced 
6  months 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1972 

1973 

1974 

Mil 

Mil 

Mil. 

Mil 

Mil. 

Mil 

Mil 

Mil 

Mil 

Mil 

Mil 

Mil 

1.0 

1.2 

1.1 

1.9 

2.5 

2.9 

5.1 

5.5 

6.1 

8.0 

9.2 

10.1 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.1 

1.1 

1.4 

1.9 

2.5 

2.9 

4.2 

4.8 

5.6 

1.3 

1.6 

1.0 

1.2 

1.4 

1.1 

1.1 

1.4 

3.4 

3.9 

April  

1.0 

1.6 

1.4 

1.5 

1.0 

1.2 

1.4 

3.4 

4.3 

May   

1.0 

1.3 

2.1 

2.5 

1.4 

1.5 

4.4 

5.3 

1.0 

1.0 

3.7 

4.2 

2.1 

2.5 

6.8 

7.7 

July   

1.2 

1.5 

6.3 

5.9 

3.7 

4.2 

11.1 

11.6 

1.3 

1.2 

9.2 

8.4 

6.3 

5.9 

16.8 

15.6 

1.4 

1.0 

1.02 

9.8 

9.2 

8.4 

20.8 

19.2 

1.4 

1.4 

10.3 

10.3 

10.2 

9.8 

21.8 

21.5 

1.7 

1.7 

8.8 

9.0 

10.3 

10.3 

20.8 

21.0 

1.6 

1.5 

5.5 

6.1 

8.8 

9.0 

16.0 

16.6 

♦Detail  may  not  add  exactly  to  totals  due  to  rounding. 


processed  turkey  items  totaled  5.6  million  pounds, 3.2 
million  pounds  more  than  a  year  ago. 

Turkey  Prices  Slip 

Turkey  prices  generally  trended  upward  into  early 
October  before  turning  around.  Prices  of  consumer 
size  young  toms  have  declined  the  most.  New  York 
wholesale  prices  for  8-16  pound  young  turkey  hens 
averaged  nearly  76  cents  a  pound  for  the  week  of 
October  5  while  14-20  pound  young  toms  were  around 
73  cents.  Following  this  high  for  the  year,  prices 
slipped  and  for  the  week  ending  November  9,  young  hens 
averaged  66.2  cents  a  pound  and  young  toms  60.1  cents. 

Prices  have  stabilized  and  likely  will  remain  near 


Turkey  prices 


Calendar 
quarters 

Received 
by 

producers 

New  York  wholesale1 

Young  hens 
8-16  pounds 

Young  toms 
14-20  pounds 

1972  1973 

1972  1973 

1972  1973 

1 

II 
III 

IV 

Annual 

Cents  per  pound 

22.3        25.6        36.8        45.7        35.0  44.7 
21.6         31.7        34.9         55.8        33.9  53.3 
21.6        38.5        35.2        73.4        33.0  69.1 
23.0                      38.9  39.0 

22.2                      36.4  35.2 

'U.S.  Grade  A  ready-to-cook,  carlot  and  trucklot  frozen 
F.O.B.  or  equivalent. 
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present  levels  during  the  balance  of  1973.  Reduced 
supplies  and  high  red  meat  prices  will  hold  turkey 
prices  well  above  October-December  1972.  Turkey 
meat  output  will  be  substantially  larger  in  the 
seasonally  light  production  period  of  the  first  half  of 
1974.  Price  depressing  effects  of  larger  output  maybe 


offset  in  early  1974  by  strong  demand  for  turkeys  for 
further  processing,  increased  consumer  incomes,  and 
relatively  high  red  meat  prices.  But,  if  producers 
expand  output  in  1974  as  indicated  by  reported 
intentions  to  hold  breeder  hens,  prices  may  dip  below 
year-earlier  levels  in  early  1974. 


Table  9- 


USDA  purchases  of  shell  eggs  or  shell  egg  equivalent,  (shell,  frozen,  dried), 
by  years,  1960-72  and  by  months,  1971-73 


Period 

Purchases1 

Range  of 

Commodity 

Period 

in  which 

paying 

cost 

contracts 

By 

Case 

prices  per 

of 

were  let 

weight 

equivalent 

pound 

purchases 

1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 

1970 
1971 
1972 


Jan. -Nov. 
Feb.-July 
Mar. -July 
Apr. -July 
Mar. -Nov. 

o 

o 

July-Sept. 

May-July 
March-May 


1,000 
pounds 

19,048 
22,508 
13,014 
8,397 
15,767 


2,430 
16,686 
14,940 


1,000 
cases 

1,849 
2,185 
1,263 
815 
1,530 


236 
833 
750 


Dollars 


0.988-1.1425 
1.119-1.3700 
.9579-1.2025 
1.0000-1.0599 
1.0445-1.0800 


1.2620-1.3399 
1.1090-1.0496 
.8198-1.0597 


1,000 
dollars 

20,700 
27,120 
13,297 
8,782 
16,571 


3,187 
17,954 
13,317 


Apr. -June 
Dec. -Dec. 
Apr. -June 

16,587 
31,383 
12,348 

846 
1,600 
630 

.8350-  . 
.7111- 
.7089-  . 

9500 
9900 
8022 

14,484 
25,586 
9,333 

Purchases 

Commodity  cost 
of  purchases 

By  weight 

Case  equivalent 

Price  range 
per  pound 

Monthly 

Cumulative 

Month 

Cumulative 

Month 

Cumulative 

1971 
January  .  . 
February  . 
March   .  .  . 
April 

May  

June 

July  

August  .  .  . 
September 
October  .  . 
November 
December 

1972 
April 

May  

June 

1973 

May  

August  .  .  . 
September 
October3  . 


1,000 
pounds 


3,177 
1,656 
1,656 
2,340 
2,196 
3,168 
2,268 

180 
5,958 
5,400 
2,592 

792 


4,068 
4,212 
4,068 


1,188 
396 
3,492 
5,652 


1,000 
pounds 

3,177 
4,833 
6,489 
8,829 
11,025 
14,193 
16,464 
16,644 
22,599 
27,999 
30,591 
31,383 


4,068 
8,280 
12,348 


1,188 
1,584 
5,076 
10,728 


1,000 
cases 


162 
84 
84 
119 
112 
162 
116 
9 

304 
275 
42 
40 


208 
215 
207 


61 
20 
178 
288 


1,000 
cases 


162 
246 
331 
450 
562 
724 
840 
849 
1,153 
1,428 
1,560 
1,601 


208 
422 
630 


61 
81 
259 
547 


Dollars 


.7770 
.7120- 
.7111- 
.8777 
.7780- 
.7747 
.7677 
.8349 
.7711 
.7985- 
.8294 
.8282 


.7777- 
.7303- 
.7089- 


.9900 
.7423 
7500 
.9347 
.8449 
.8262 
.8342 
.8640 
.8149 
.8449 
.8484 
.8383 


8022 
7637 
8022 


.9900-1.0800 
1.8900-1.9950 
1.7200-1.8920 
1.3490-1.7475 


1,000 
dollars 

2,828 
1,205 
1,212 
2,108 
1,790 
2,491 
1,814 

153 
4,718 
4,428 
2,177 

661 


3,210 
3,147 
2,976 


1,232 
783 
6,222 
9,025 


1,000 
dollars 


2,828 
4,033 
5,245 
7,353 
9,143 
11,634 
13,448 
13,602 
18,319 
22,748 
24,925 
25,586 


3,210 
6,357 
9,333 


1,232 
2,015 
8,237 
17,262 


'Purchases  were  made  with  Section  32  funds  provided  by 
P.L.  320  directly  or  from  such  funds  which  were  transferred  to 
Section  6  of  the  National  School  Lunch  Act.  2  USDA  made  no 


purchases.  Current  Program  ended  with  purchases  contracted 
on  October  31,  1973. 
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Table  10— Forced  molt  layers  as  a  percent  of  hens  and  pullets  of  laying  age,  first  of  month,  selected  States, 

1972-73 


State 

Percent  being  molted 

Percent  with  molt  completed 

September 

October 

November 

September 

October 

November 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

4 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

1 

0 

4 

5 

2 

0 

14 

0 

11 

5 

13 

0 

11 

0 

13 

5 

8 

5 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

5 

1 

5 

1 

5 

8 

0 

4 

0 

9 

5 

4 

5 

11 

0 

5 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

2 

5 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

5 

5 

0 

2 

0 

1 

5 

2 

0 

5 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

5 

1 

0 

5 

1 

0 

5 

3 

5 

2 

5 

2 

5 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

Iowa  

5 

5 

5 

5 

1 

0 

5 

1 

5 

1 

0 

1 

5 

1 

5 

2 

0 

1 

5 

North  Carolina  

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

11 

0 

6 

0 

10 

0 

8 

0 

14 

0 

6 

5 

South  Carolina  

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

2 

2 

0 

2 

5 

4 

0 

15 

5 

10 

0 

13 

0 

10 

0 

16 

0 

8 

0 

Georgia  

5 

0 

3 

5 

5 

0 

4 

0 

2 

5 

3 

5 

19 

0 

5 

0 

22 

0 

5 

0 

20 

0 

7 

5 

Florida  

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

2 

0 

1 

9 

3 

0 

9 

0 

12 

0 

9 

0 

11 

0 

8 

5 

9 

0 

1 

5 

1 

0 

1 

5 

1 

5 

1 

5 

2 

5 

7 

0 

5 

5 

6 

0 

5 

5 

6 

«J 

6 

0 

3 

5 

3 

0 

2 

0 

1 

5 

1 

5 

1 

5 

7 

0 

6 

0 

10 

0 

6 

0 

11 

0 

6 

5 

Mississippi   

1 

0 

5 

3 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

1 

5 

1 

5 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

5 

1 

4 

4 

5 

7 

5 

1 

5 

8 

0 

2 

0 

7 

7 

2 

5 

Texas   

2 

0 

2 

5 

2 

0 

2 

5 

1 

5 

2 

5 

6 

5 

4 

0 

5 

0 

2 

0 

7 

0 

3 

0 

7 

5 

6 

0 

9 

5 

6 

5 

8 

0 

5 

5 

28 

0 

32 

5 

35 

0 

28 

5 

31 

0 

30 

5 

Oregon  

5 

5 

7 

0 

3 

0 

6 

5 

5 

0 

4 

0 

20 

0 

20 

0 

17 

0 

25 

0 

17 

0 

26 

0 

California  

7 

0 

8 

0 

10 

0 

6 

5 

13 

0 

7 

5 

31 

0 

18 

5 

29 

0 

20 

0 

31 

0 

20 

5 

17  States   

3 

3 

3 

0 

3 

7 

2 

8 

3 

8 

3 

4 

13 

4 

8 

1 

13 

1 

8 

3 

13 

9 

8 

6 

Table  1 1  —Cold  storage  holdings  of  high  protein  foods,  November  1 ,  1973,  with  comparisons 


Item 

Unit 

November  1 

November  1 

October  1 

November  1 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1973 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Case 

2,215 

2,210 

1.401 

1,467 

Shell  

do. 

135 

173 

90 

65 

Pound 

82,176 

80,448 

51,797 

55,396 

do. 

635,511 

589,765 

464,675 

577,740 

do. 

150.937 

109,881 

105,966 

116,863 

Broilers,  fryers,  and  roasters  . 

do. 

37,322 

27,344 

27,608 

32,222 

Hens  

do. 

48,191 

33.411 

29,831 

37,545 

Other  frozen  chicken   

do. 

65,424 

49.126 

48,527 

47,096 

do. 

475,175 

472.877 

354,289 

456,145 

Whole   

do. 

428,442 

422.903 

313.338 

405,210 

Other  

do. 

46,733 

49,974 

40.951 

50,935 

do. 

9,399 

7.007 

4,420 

4,732 

do. 

768.074 

641,667 

527,210 

600.819 

do. 

347,223 

326,663 

244,812 

282,260 

do. 

288,122 

192,781 

183,190 

207.974 

do. 

22,324 

16.073 

15,146 

13.839 

do. 

333,506 

379,305 

382,484 

364,803 

1  Frozen  eggs  converted  on  the  basis  of  39.5  pounds  to  the  case.  2  Includes  other  meat  and  meat  products. 
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SOLVING  EGG  INDUSTRY  PROBLEMS/ 

/ 


by 

George  B.  Rogers// 
Commodity  Economics  Division 


ABSTRACT:  Unlike  eggs  themselves,  which  are  relatively  uniform  in  shape  and  quality, 
industry  problems  come  in  a  wide  variety  of  sizes,  shapes,  and  ages.  The  Egg  Marketing 
Team  report,  reviewed  in  the  September  1972  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation,  idenified  many 
problems  and  possiable  solutions.  A  year  later  real  progress  is  evident.  But  among  the  major 
unresolved  issues  are:  further  improving  the  egg  pricing  system,  a  need  to  increase  demand, 
and  finding  a  way  to  better  stabilize  output  and  prices. 

KEYWORDS:  Eggs,  Problems,  Solutions 


Problem  Identification  and  Solution 

In  early  1972,  Secretary  Butz  appointed  5  study 
teams,  including  one  for  eggs.  These  teams  were 
directed  to  identify  industry  problems  and  suggest 
solutions.  The  egg  report  discussed  a  large  number  of 
issues,  broadly  grouped  under  industry-government 
cooperation,  instability  and  supply  response, 
demand,  information  and  data  series,  egg  pricing, 
competitive  practices,  and  production  and  marketing 
issues.  Many  problems  were  of  long  standing  or 
related  to  other  sectors  of  the  agricultural  and  non- 
agricultural  economics. 

Much  tangible  progress  has  been  made  in  the  past 
year  toward  solving  egg  industry  problems  and 
future  years  should  see  additional  accomplishments. 
But,  where  legislative  remedies,  Government  policy 
changes,  and  full  inter-industry  cooperation  are 
necessary,  progress  may  come  slowly. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  issued  a  press 
release  and  detailed  statement  on  July  13,  1973,  on 
the  changes  effected  on  issues  raised  in  study  team 
reports.  For  eggs,  accelerated  research  on  costs, 
returns,  margins,  "loss-leaders,"  and  tax  accounting; 
stepped-up  outlook  work;  improved  price,  production, 
and  inventory  statistics;  a  prompt  payment 
regulation  on  fowl;  studies  of  waste  disposal  methods 
and  environmental  problems;  and  expanded 
Extension  efforts  were  noted.  Trade  sources  also 
noted  the  more  visible  and  persistent  role  of  USDA 
officials  in  telling  agriculture's  story  to  the  public  and 


in  representing  agriculture  in  the  highest  councils  of 
Government. 

The  industry  has  taken  significant  steps  in  the  past 
year.  Trade  organization  representatives  have  been 
working  more  closely  on  current  problems  and 
speaking  with  a  more  unified  voice.  On  some  issues, 
one  organization  with  the  greatest  expertise  may 
take  a  leading  role.  Greatly  expanded  promotion 
funds  have  been  raised  and  new  State  acts  passed. 
The  proposed  national  checkoff  bill  has  widespread 
support  and  legislation  could  be  introduced.  A  draft 
of  a  proposed  egg  industry  stabilization  act  has  been 
prepared  and  distributed  for  discussion.  Legislation 
to  transfer  authority  over  regulatory  practices  on 
eggs  from  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  to  USDA  is  L 
under  consideration.  Cash  trading  on  eggs  has  been 
expanded  by  grades  and  geographically.  Some  new 
price  quotations  have  been  developed.  Industry 
groups  have  been  active  on  the  Northeastern  railroad 
problem,  broader  commodity  exchange  supervision, 
price  control  removals,  and  fuel  and  environmental 
problems. 

Forces  in  the  Industry's  Future 

The  future  economic  environment  of  the  egfl  1 
industry  will  bearupon  the  problems  tobesolved  and 
the  methods  used.  Several  forces  are  likely  to  result  in 
higher  production  and  marketing  costs  and  may 
require  higher  price  levels  than  those  from  late  1970 
to  late  1972  to  preserve  reasonable  rates  of  return. 
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1.  The  fuel  crisis  commands  much  current 
attention.  Technological  problems  and  the  lead 
time  to  build  new  facilities  may  mean  a  3-5  year 
period  to  increase  domestic  output  and  offset 
probable  reductions  from  foreign  sources.  Fuel 
has  in  the  past  been  a  small  and  often -ignored 
item  of  cost  to  the  egg  industry.  Future  costs  will 
be  higher,  and  management  will  be 
increasingly  concerned  with  supply  problems 
and  fuel-conserving  measures. 

2.  Higher  fuel  and  wage  costs,  the  precarious 
financial  position  of  many  railroads,  and  a  lack 
of  lower-cost  alternatives  may  mean  higher 
long-distance  transportation  costs  for  feed 
ingredients.  Despite  larger  domestic  production 
there  is  continued  strong  foreign  demand  and  a 
world-wide  tight  protein  feed  situation 
suggesting  higher  feed  prices  than  prior  to  1 973. 

3.  Environmental  improvement  through 
abatement  of  water,  air,  noise,  and  odor 
pollution,  plus  zoning  actions,  is  likely  to  boost 
investment  and  operating  costs.  Net  additions 
to  costs  are  likely  even  with  better  markets  for 
poultry  wastes  and  recycling  as  feedstuffs. 
Impacts  on  individual  firms  and  areas  may  be 
diverse. 

4.  Rising  wage  rates,  due  to  negotiated  contracts, 
minimum  wage  legislation,  and  cost-of-living 
adjustments  will  affect  producers  and 
marketing  firms.  In  some  areas,  the  surplus 
labor  pool  is  disappearing,  and  difficulties  are 
being  encountered  in  maintaining  a  full  work 
force.  An  incentive  exists  for  more 
mechanization. 

5.  The  activities  of  Occupational  Saftey  and 
Health  Administration  could  have  mixed 
results  and  the  precise  effect  on  costs  is 
uncertain.  Safer  working  conditions  are  an 
unassailable  objective,  and  better  attendance 
and  fewer  accidents  could  enhance 
productivity.  But  additional  investment  is 
likely. 

Other  forces  may  result  in  enhanced  efficiency  and 
be  a  partial  offset  to  higher  average  input  costs. 

1.  Declining  numbers  of  producing  units  and 
larger  average  unit  size  can  raise  industry 
efficiency.  From  1964  to  1969,  the  number  of 
farms  producing  eggs  declined  about  60 
percent.  Both  farm  numbers  and  numbers  of 
birds  declined  in  flocks  of  less  than  10,000  birds, 
but  increased  for  flocks  over  10,000.  Numbers  of 
producing  units  may  have  declined  a  third  from 
1969  to  1973,  with  units  and  volume  up 
substantially  in  flocks  of  30,000  or  more  and 
down  substantially  in  flocks  under  4,000. 

2.  A  recent  trade  estimate  stated  that  a  one-man 
operation,  with  family  labor  and  producing 
loose-packed  eggs  in  cases,  could  care  for  25,000 


layers.  Most  farms  have  not  reached  this  level 
of  labor  efficiency,  but  may  approach  it  in  the 
years  ahead. 

3.  Other  economics  of  scale  exist  well  beyond  the 
25,000  size.  Housing,  equipment,  management, 
and  feed  and  supply  prices  probably  fall  in  this 
category. 

4.  Remaining  small  producing  units  (hobbies, 
part-timers,  and  local-market  servers)  are  being 
increasingly  excluded  from  commercial 
marketing  channels.  Economics  of  scale  in 
packing  and  marketing  activities,  larger 
supplying  farms,  and  more  direct  marketing 
channels  promise  further  efficiency. 

5.  Various  forms  of  integration  are  still  growing. 
By  1971-72,  55  percent  ofvolume  was  covered  by 
owner-integrated  operations,  contract 
production,  or  contract  marketing.  Horizontal 
integration  may  offer  additional  economies  in 
marketing  and  capital  access. 

6.  The  National  Commission  on  Productivity  has 
convened  panels  of  industry  and  Government 
representatives  on  many  commodities.  Use  of  a 
similar  approach  on  eggs  could  produce  a  whole 
spectrum  of  ideas,  ranging  from  research  needs 
to  public  program  changes. 

Some  Major  Industry  Problems 

From  the  substantial  array  of  egg  industry 
problems  in  various  stages  of  solution  or 
development,  three  have  been  selected  for 
elaboration:  pricing  system,  demand,  and  price  and 
volume  fluctuations.  All  three  are  problems  of  long- 
standing and  cannot  be  solved  without  concerted 
industry  action. 

The  egg  pricing  system  rests  on  several  base  price 
quotations  determined  by  a  few  organizations. 
Around  base  price  quotations  are  many  premium  and 
discount  arrangements. 

When  the  egg  industry  underwent  rapid  changes  in 
the  1950's  and  1960's,  the  established  pricing  system 
did  not  keep  pace.  Mounting  industry  concerns  over 
the  kind  of  signals  generated  and  over  the  system's 
credibility  led  to  calls  for  changes  or  for  development 
of  a  moderized  system. 

Discussions  between  industry,  State,  and  Federal 
agencies  led  to  the  planning  of  a  comprehensive 
research  program  by  1965.  Congress  provided  special 
funds  for  such  a  study,  which  was  carried  out  by 
USDA  agencies  and  13  State  agricultural  experiment 
stations  from  1966  to  1969.  A  special  task  force 
composed  of  representatives  of  industry  groups, 
National  Association  State  Departments  of 
Agriculture,  and  USDA  was  formed  in  mid-1969  to 
study  the  research  findings  and  make 
recommendations  for  needed  changes.  The  task  force, 
the  National  Egg  Pricing  System  Study  Committee, 
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was  particularly  active  for  the  next  2  years,  reporting 
its  recommendations  and  initiating  actions  to  bring 
about  improvements.  Many  changes  have  been  made 
by  industry  and  public  agencies. 

Until  the  discontinuance  of  cash  egg  trading  on  the 
New  York  and  Chicago  Merchantile  Exchanges  in 
March  1970,  these  mechanisms  furnished  important 
inputs  to  the  process  of  determining  base  price 
quotations.  But  such  trading  had  become  thin  and 
unrepresentative,  and  was  oriented  to  wholesale 
markets.  Reporters  had  to  broaden  their  outside 
contacts  to  get  information.  In  1971,  a  new  trading 
exchange  began  operation.  It  did  not  require  buyers 
and  sellers  to  be  physically  present  or  to  trade 
through  licensed  broker-members.  It  stressed  trading 
in  lots  of  commercial  size  and  nest-run  grades,  and 
drew  from  a  larger  volume  base.  Some  new 
quotations  have  become  available  over  the  last  few 
years. 

Some  unresolved  problems  related  to  the  pricing 
system  are:  relative  bargaining  power  of  the  industry 
and  its  customers,  improvement  and  cooridination  of 
the  short-run  information — gathering  and 
dissemination  activities  of  public  and  private 
agencies;  financing  of  new  methods  of  price 
determination;  and  recognition  of  area  differences 
and  different  segments  of  the  total  market  in 
quotations. 

Demand  for  eggs  has  declined  rather  persistently 
since  the  end  of  World  War  II.  The  problem  focuses  in 
the  shell  egg  market,  since  per  capita  usageof  eggs  in 
processed  form  has  trended  slowly  upward  to  the 
present  12  percent  of  total  usage.  Change  in  eating 
habits  have  been  important.  But  the  industry  has  not 
promoted  its  products  to  the  same  extent  as  many 
other  industries.  Domestic  egg  demand  has  also  been 
hurt  by  the  "cholesterol  scare." 

The  industry  by  itself  and  through  various 
programs  has  begun  to  spend  more  on  advertising, 
promotion,  consumer  education,  and  research.  But 
basic  shifts  in  eating  habits  may  be  only  partly 
reversible.  Examination  of  the  various  components 


of  total  demand  for  eggs  is  also  underway.  These 
include  the  growing  institutional  market  (16  percent 
of  total  usage),  use  of  eggs  in  public  feeding 
programs,  the  Food  Stamp  program,  commercial 
export  markets,  and  international  programs. 

Instability  of  prices  and  volume  is  a  long-time 
industry  characteristic.  The  egg  price  cycle  was  an 
accepted  feature  of  the  industry  until  the  1 960's.  For  a 
few  years  in  the  early  to  mid-1960's,  coincident  with  a 
rapid  spread  of  vertical  integration,  the  cyclical 
pattern  seemed  to  disappear.  Costs  and  prices  were 
quite  well  in  balance.  This  gave  rise  to  hopes  that 
integration  had  brought  stability.  But  by  1965-66  the 
egg  price  cycle  re-emerged.  The  industry  experienced 
a  severe  price  and  returns  depression  in  1967, 
followed  by  sharply  higher  prices  and  returns  in  late 
1969  and  early  1970.  Rapid  production  response  led  to 
a  severe  and  prolonged  price  and  returns  depression 
which  persisted  for  much  of  1971  and  1972.  Prices 
rose  in  late  1972  and  continued  sharply  upward  in 
1973.  A  buildup  in  production  is  now  underway. 

If  the  industry  would  not  over-react  to  peak  prices 
and  returns,  then  the  troughs  would  be  less  severe, 
too.  In  an  industry  which  is  becoming  more  capital- 
intensive  and  thus  has  high  fixed  costs,  there  is 
probably  less  tendency  to  "under-produce"  than  to 
"over-produce".  While  hope  persists  after  every 
"boom  and  bust"  cycle  that  the  industry  has  learned 
not  to  over-react  to  good  prices  and  returns,  some  new 
force  may  be  needed  to  alter  behavior.  There  seem  to 
be  two  main  choices.  The  industry  can  press  for  laws 
to  permit  it  to  curtail  over-responsetohigh  prices  and 
returns,  and  it  can  work  for  vastly  improved 
information,  communication,  and  understanding. 

The  legislative  path  to  greater  price  and  volume 
stability  would  require  widespread  agreement  and  a 
concerted  effort.  Some  such  efforts  are  underway,  but 
industry  opinion  is  still  divided.  Also  more  accurate, 
timely,  and  widely-disseminated  information  could 
enchance  industry  confidence  and  bring  forth  better 
planning. 
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Table  15.—  Selected  poultry  and  egg  statistics* 


Apr. 


May 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Table  16.—  Per  capita  consumption  of  shell  eggs 


Shell  equivalent 


1971   

No. 

24.7 

21.6 

23.9 

23.1 

23.7 

22.1 

22.9 

23.1 

21.9 

23.3 

22.8 

24.2 

277.3 

1972   

do. 

24.5 

22.3 

24.1 

22.8 

22.6 

21.1 

22.5 

22.2 

21.5 

22.2 

21.7 

23.7 

271.1 

1973   

do. 

23.4 

20.5 

23.0 

22.4 

22.5 

20.6 

21.3 

21.2 

Tables  18-23. -Egg  Prices:  Average  price  per  dozen  at  mid-month  for  shell  eggs  and  per  po 

jnd  for  frozen  egg  products 

United  States,  received  by  farmers 

1971   

Cents 

35.4 

32.5 

32.0 

31.9 

29.3 

28.3 

28.5 

31.3 

30.7 

28.8 

30.0 

34.2 

31.1 

1972   

do. 

30.0 

29.2 

31.9 

27.8 

27.4 

27.7 

30.6 

29.9 

33.9 

30.9 

37.0 

43.2 

31.6 

1973   

do. 

49.5 

42.5 

47.2 

46.9 

45.0 

50.6 

51.3 

69.4 

64.2 

59.6 

Grade  A  large  eggs  in  retail  stores 

in  urban  areas'  ' 

1971   

do. 

60.6 

55.1 

54.3 

53.6 

51.9 

48.3 

51.2 

53.4 

49.9 

52.0 

50.3 

53.8 

52.9 

1972   

do. 

52.6 

49.4 

52.3 

50.0 

49.5 

45.8 

49.6 

51.1 

55.5 

55.7 

55.3 

62.3 

52.4 

1973   

do. 

73.9 

68.8 

66.4 

67.7 

67.7 

71.5 

73.8 

96.8 

91.9 

87.4 

Chicago,  weighted  average  prices, 

delivered  white,  80  percent  A 

Large 

1971   

do. 

37.50 

34.00 

31.50 

32.50 

29.00 

29.00 

31.50 

36.00 

34.50 

32.00 

33.00 

38.00 

33.21 

1972   

do. 

29.00 

28.00 

34.00 

29.00 

28.00 

30.00 

33.00 

31.00 

37.00 

34.00 

42.00 

53.00 

34.00 

1973   

do. 

54.00 

42.00 

55.00 

51.50 

47.50 

58.50 

57.50 

74.00 

69.00 

63.50 

68.50 

Medium 

1971   

do. 

32.50 

30.00 

28.00 

27.00 

24.50 

22.00 

21.00 

27.50 

26.50 

24.00 

26.00 

31.00 

26.67 

1972   

do. 

25.00 

24.00 

29.50 

24.50 

24.00 

24.00 

26.00 

24.00 

30.00 

29.00 

36.50 

51.00 

28.96 

1973   

do. 

50.00 

38.00 

50.00 

46.50 

45.50 

54.00 

51.50 

67.00 

59.00 

58.00 

62.50 

Georgia,  prices  received  by 

producers5 

Grade  A,  large 

1971   

do. 

34.00 

30.50 

27.00 

29.00 

24.50 

26.75 

24.00 

30.75 

29.50 

24.00 

28.00 

32.50 

28.44 

1972   

do. 

23.00 

23.50 

29.00 

21.00 

22.00 

23.00 

27.00 

25.00 

31.00 

25.00 

35.50 

44.50 

27.40 

1973   

do. 

48.00 

36.00 

46.50 

44.00 

40.50 

50.50 

50.00 

70.50 

62.00 

55.50 

59.25 

Georgia,  received  by  producers' 

Grade  A,  medium 

1971   

do. 

30.25 

25.50 

23.50 

23.25 

18.25 

17.00 

15.75 

21.25 

19.25 

19.00 

22.00 

29.25 

22.02 

1972   

do. 

18.00 

19.25 

26.00 

17.00 

16.00 

17.00 

20.00 

16.00 

25.00 

21.00 

32.50 

42.50 

22.52 

1973   

do. 

45.00 

32.00 

42.00 

39.50 

37.00 

45.00 

42.00 

65.50 

53.00 

52.00 

55.00 

Iowa,  received  by  farmers' 

Buyer  quality  and  volume  incentive 

Large 

1971   

do. 

30.75 

26.25 

25.25 

27.00 

22.75 

23.25 

22.50 

27.50 

28.50 

23.00 

25.50 

30.50 

26.06 

1972   

do. 

21.25 

20.75 

26.50 

19.00 

20.50 

21.50 

25.25 

22.50 

29.5C 

23.50 

34  00 

42.50 

25.56 

1973   

do. 

45.50 

34.00 

44.25 

41.00 

37.50 

48.50 

47.00 

70.00 

60.00 

54.00 

54.75 

Medium 

1971   

do. 

24.00 

20.00 

21.00 

20.50 

16.50 

15.50 

15.00 

19.50 

17.50 

17.00 

19.00 

24.25 

19.15 

1972   

do. 

15.25 

15.50 

20.50 

13.50 

13.50 

14.50 

17.00 

14.00 

21.00 

18.50 

30.50 

38.50 

19.35 

1973   

do. 

41.50 

28.25 

37.50 

34.50 

33.00 

41.50 

39.00 

64.50 

50.00 

47.50 

46.50 

Los  Angeles,  delivered  to  retailers. 

cartoned.  Grade  AA 

Large 

1971   

do. 

45.50 

43.50 

40.50 

37.50 

35.50 

36.50 

33.50 

37.00 

38.50 

34.00 

35.00 

42.00 

38.25 

1972   

do. 

37.00 

34.00 

43.50 

35.50 

39.50 

38.50 

42.50 

40.50 

50.50 

43.50 

49.50 

58.00 

42.71 

1973   

do. 

65.50 

59.50 

62.50 

65.50 

60.50 

64.50 

60.50 

87.50 

81.50 

72.50 

74.50 

Medium 

1971   

do. 

42.50 

38.50 

35.50 

33.50 

32.50 

32.50 

26.50 

29.00 

31.50 

27.00 

32.00 

39.00 

33.33 

1972   

do. 

36.00 

31.00 

39.50 

31.50 

37.50 

35.50 

37.50 

32.50 

42.50 

40.50 

47.50 

56.00 

38.96 

1973   

do. 

63.50 

56.50 

59.50 

62.50 

57.50 

60.50 

57.50 

85.50 

74.50 

66.50 

68.50 

Tables  24-27.— Egg  prices:  Monthly  average  price  per  dozen  for  shell  eggs  and  per  pound  for  frozen  egg  products 


New  York,  wholesale  prices,  white 

Large,  75  percent  A 

1971   

Cents 

37.46 

34.33 

36.55 

36.65 

30.39 

32.05 

33.83 

34.01 

35.11 

31.05 

34.01 

34.36 

34.15 

1972   

do. 

30.55 

30.10 

35.01 

29.99 

28.47 

30.99 

34.79 

35  26 

38.71 

33.54 

42.86 

52.05 

35.19 

1973   

do. 

54.29 

45.14 

50.89 

50.25 

48.94 

56.46 

64.70 

76.26 

68.28 

63.07 

Medium 

1971   

do. 

34.60 

30.21 

32.21 

32.42 

24.93 

23.49 

25.01 

26.73 

24.61 

26.43 

28.84 

35.71 

28.18 

1972   

do. 

26.65 

26.24 

32.02 

27.09 

23.15 

25.71 

30.16 

27.55 

33.22 

28.46 

40.86 

48.55 

30.80 

1973   

do. 

52.40 

41.40 

47.44 

46.45 

45.68 

50.93 

57.48 

71.39 

60.89 

59.39 

Frozen  egg 

Whole  egg,  light  colored 

1971   

do. 

23.89 

23.36 

23.98 

23.43 

23.73 

23.83 

23.49 

23.22 

22.98 

22.87 

22.90 

22.82 

23.38 

1972   

do. 

22.44 

21.80 

21.62 

21.21 

21.43 

21.28 

21.50 

21.29 

21.45 

21.78 

22.67 

27.48 

22.16 

1973   

do. 

31.31 

30.86 

34.70 

35.57 

37.05 

44.69 

47.06 

60.09 

54.40 

46.53 

White 

1971   

do. 

13.92 

12.23 

12.31 

12.18 

12.31 

12.39 

12.42 

12.39 

12.18 

11.91 

11.77 

10.98 

12.25 

1972   

do. 

11.10 

10.31 

10.34 

10.00 

10.41 

10.47 

10.17 

10.63 

10.81 

11.09 

11.99 

14.28 

10.97 

1973   

do. 

17.85 

17.38 

17.54 

17.91 

18  64 

23.27 

25.44 

33.50 

27.47 

21.34 

•See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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Table  15.—  Selected  poultry  and  egg  statistics*— continued 


Item 

Data  in- 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Annual 

Tables  24-27. -Egg  Prices: 

Monthly  average  price  per  dozen  for  shell  eggs  and  per  pound  for 

rozen  egg  products— Continued 

Yolks,  light  colored,  sugared. 

43  percent  solids 

1971   

Cents 

42.17 

40.50 

40.43 

39.32 

39.76 

39.56 

39.59 

39.60 

39.15 

39.06 

38.79 

39.09 

39.75 

1972   

do. 

38.35 

37.58 

37.35 

36.92 

37.25 

37.00 

37.00 

36.77 

37.00 

37.55 

38.48 

43.91 

37.93 

1973   

do. 

48.76 

48.52 

55.03 

56.40 

59.11 

71.03 

75.43 

92.92 

90.32 

88.31 

Tables  28-33.- 

-Average  broiler  prices  per  pound 

Live  weight 

United  States,  at  farm 

1971   

Cents 

13.0 

13.9 

13.6 

13.6 

14.6 

15.1 

15.6 

14.3 

14.0 

12.9 

12.5 

12.0 

13.8 

1972   

do. 

13.5 

14.4 

14.3 

12.9 

13.6 

14.6 

15.4 

14.6 

13.9 

14.0 

14.3 

1973   

do. 

17.2 

19.4 

23.3 

25.5 

23.8 

24.5 

26  4 

37.8 

30.3 

24.3 

Ready-to-cook 

9-city  weighted  average1 

1971   

do. 

26.36 

27.46 

26.99 

26.71 

28.44 

29.48 

30.38 

27.98 

27.24 

25.88 

24.81 

24.15 

27.16 

1972   

do. 

27.08 

28.09 

28.12 

25.71 

27.1 1 

28.64 

29.70 

29.16 

30.11 

28.20 

27.62 

28.17 

28.14 

1973   

do. 

32.78 

37.28 

41.13 

43.58 

41 .57 

41.69 

49.05 

60.30 

48.36 

40.01 

Frying  chicken  in  retail  stores 

in  urban  areas'  a 

1971   

do. 

40.1 

39  6 

40  8 

40  8 

40  7 

42  3 

42  4 

42.2 

42.2 

41.1 

40.3 

40.1 

41.0 

1972   

do. 

40.6 

41.6 

41.9 

40.9 

40.5 

40.6 

42.1 

41.4 

4235 

42.1 

41.1 

41.2 

41.4 

1973   

do. 

44.0 

9232 

72.8 

58.3 

Chicken  breasts,  in  retail 

urban  areas'  5 

1971   

do. 

72.5 

73.4 

73.4 

74.8 

74.5 

75.1 

75.9 

77.5 

77.0 

76.1 

74.9 

75.0 

75.0 

1972   

do. 

75.4 

76.8 

77.1 

76.5 

76.7 

77.0 

77.9 

78.3 

78.3 

79.3 

78.4 

78.0 

77.5 

1973   

do. 

80.5 

84.4 

100.2 

100.0 

99.6 

100.2 

101.5 

139.6 

115.8 

Broilers,  delivered,  trucklots 

(U.S.  and  plant.  Grade  A) 

Chicago 

1971   

do. 

26.1 

27.1 

26.7 

26.4 

28.2 

29.1 

30.0 

27.6 

27.0 

25.4 

24.4 

24.1 

26.8 

1972   

do. 

26.7 

28.0 

27.8 

25.6 

26.7 

28.2 

29.8 

28.4 

29.6 

28.1 

27.3 

28.2 

27.9 

1973   

do. 

32.5 

36.0 

37.1 

44.2 

41.0 

41.3 

47.1 

60.0 

48.1 

3933 

New  York 

1971   

do. 

26.6 

27.6 

26.9 

26.4 

28.4 

29.6 

30.5 

27.9 

27.1 

25.6 

34  | 

23.4 

27.0 

1972   

do. 

26.3 

27.7 

27.7 

25.8 

27.0 

28.6 

30.1 

28.8 

30.4 

28.2 

27.6 

27.7 

28.0 

1973   

do. 

32.3 

37.6 

40.8 

44.3 

41.0 

42.0 

48.2 

593' 

48.4 

40.1 

Los  Angeles 

1971   

do. 

26.4 

27.8 

28.0 

27.4 

29.3 

29.5 

30.8 

28.5 

28.2 

27.3 

26.4 

26.1 

28.0 

1972   

do. 

28.3 

29.1 

29.3 

26.8 

27.7 

29.1 

30.8 

29.4 

30.4 

283 

28.1 

29.3 

28.9 

1973   

do. 

34.2 

37.5 

42.8 

45.0 

42.1 

41.5 

47.4 

60.2 

48.6 

39  B 

Tables  34-39.- 

Average  turkey  prices  per  pound 

Liveweight 

U.S.,  at  farm  at  mid-month 

1971   

Cents 

21.9 

21.7 

21  3 

21.5 

21.2 

21.7 

21.9 

22.3 

22.3 

21.9 

22.3 

23.0 

21.9 

1972   

do. 

22.7 

22.3 

22.0 

21.8 

21.6 

21.3 

21.4 

21.8 

21.7 

21.9 

23.1 

24.0 

22.1 

1973   

do. 

24.0 

.'4  3 

28.4 

31.0 

31.1 

33.1 

33.8 

40.0 

41.7 

42.3 

San  Joaquin  Valley 

Heavy-type  young  toms 

1971   

do. 

20.2 

20.7 

20.4 

20.5 

20.5 

19.8 

18.9 

19.8 

21.0 

20.2 

1972   

do. 

21.0 

21.0 

21.0 

20.8 

20.5 

20.5 

20.5 

20.1 

20.4 

22.3 

25.0 

"21.2 

1973   

do. 

24.1 

31.0 

31.9 

34.3 

35.7 

35.6 

46.9 

47.1 

42.8 

San  Joaquin  Valley 

Heavy-type  young  hens 

1971   

do. 

21.4 

22.7 

20.4 

22.3 

22.6 

23  0 

23.5 

23.5 

25.4 

28.1 

23.3 

1972   

do. 

23.5 

26.0 

22.1 

22  6 

21.3 

21.0 

21.1 

21.7 

21.1 

25  2 

27.0 

'  1  23.0 

1973   

do. 

25.0 

27.0 

32  0 

36.0 

37.0 

37.5 

36.4 

46.2 

48.0 

45.3 

Ready-to-cook  weight 

in  retail  stores  in  urban  areas'  5 

Turkeys 

1971   

do. 

54.0 

54.3 

54.2 

51.8 

53.8 

54  1 

55.2 

55.4 

55.7 

13.  9 

55.6 

54.8 

54.6 

1972   

do. 

54.7 

55.5 

56.2 

55.8 

54  a 

55.1 

55.2 

55  1 

54.6 

55.1 

55.7 

55.3 

55.3 

1973   

do. 

56.4 

57.2 

59.0 

64.6 

6832 

71.6 

72.9 

79.6 

85.5 

90.5 

New  York,  wholesale,  frozen 

Toms,  heaviest  weig    ;  quoted 

1971   

do. 

43.5 

43.3 

41.7 

32.7 

40.4 

40.5 

41.4 

42.5 

42.5 

41.2 

42.3 

43.8 

41.4 

1972   

do. 

43.8 

•i  j  e 

34.1 

43.4 

42  6 

42.1 

4  0.2 

39.1 

38.5 

33.9 

41.1 

42.1 

1  1  40.8 

1973   

do. 

45.1 

48  6 

56.0 

56.2 

60.6 

67.8 

69.4 

81.1 

86.0 

84.2 

Young  loms-14-20  pounds 

1971   

do. 

33.8 

33.5 

32.9 

32.7 

33.0 

33.5 

34.0 

34.5 

34.1 

33.7 

34.6 

36.2 

33.9 

1972   

do. 

36.0 

34.8 

34.1 

34.2 

33.8 

33.7 

33.2 

32.8 

33.1 

35.6 

393 

41.6 

35.2 

1973   

do. 

42.0 

42.5 

49  6 

50.4 

53.8 

55.6 

55.8 

70.9 

72.6 

63  a 

Young  hens-8-16  pounds 

1971   

do. 

39.0 

36.5 

35.0 

35.4 

36.2 

37.1 

38.3 

39.1 

38.9 

37.4 

37.9 

39.1 

37.5 

1972   

do. 

38.0 

36.4 

35.9 

35.3 

34.8 

34.6 

34.9 

35.3 

3535 

36.3 

39.7 

40.6 

36.4 

1973   

do. 

41.4 

41.6 

54.1 

55.0 

56.5 

55.9 

56.6 

74.0 

75.0 

71.1 

Hens.  12-14  pounds 

1971   

do. 

42.2 

39.9 

37.2 

35.4 

37.8 

38.9 

40.0 

40.8 

41.2 

40.3 

40.4 

41.2 

39.6 

1972   

do. 

40.6 

38.6 

35.9 

37.4 

37.0 

37.0 

36.9 

37.2 

37.8 

38.5 

41.9 

43.5 

"38.5 

1973   

do. 

43.0 

44.1 

55.9 

57.2 

59.4 

58.8 

59J3 

76.0 

79.0 

74.4 

"See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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Table  15.—  Selected  poultry  and  egg  statistics*— Continued 


Item 

Data  in— 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Annual 

Tables  34  39.— Average  turkey  prices  per  pound- 

Continued 

Read v o-coo k  weight  —  C.ontinued 

Ch'CdQO,  vvholesslc,  frozen 

Toms  h  ■  ■  '  1  ■  ■  s '  -"■ 1   i 1  ■ '  Quoted 

1971 

Cents 

40.5 

40.6 

40.8 

39.9 

39.5 

39.7 

40.2 

40.7 

41 .0 

40  9 

41 .0 

41 .5 

40.5 

1 972 

do 

41.5 

41.5 

41.5 

41.5 

41.5 

41.5 

40.3 

39.0 

39  0 

39  2 

40  8 

41 .8 

■  i  40.8 

1973   

do. 

43.8 

47.4 

53.4 

54.4 

58.7 

65.5 

66.8 

Hens.  12-14  pounds 

1971   

do. 

412 

39.7 

36.5 

36.3 

36.9 

38.3 

39  1 

40.3 

40.5 

39.8 

39.7 

41  0 

39.1 

1972   

do. 

40  4 

38.6 

37.8 

37.8 

37.8 

37.8 

37.8 

37.8 

37.8 

38.4 

40.8 

43.5 

"38.9 

1973   

do. 

43.5 

43.3 

53.2 

55.7 

57.7 

58.6 

58.8 

73.4 

77.2 

74.2 

Tables  40-43.- 

-Prices  paid  for  poults,  feed  and  feed 

ingredients 

All 

All  poults  each 

1971 

Cents 

55.2 

55.8 

56.1 

57.3 

57.9 

58.2 

57.2 

56.9 

56  3 

Do./ 

54  9 

OD.  J 

DO.** 

1972 

do. 

57  0 

57.3 

57.6 

57.8 

57.8 

58.0 

58.0 

57.1 

55  0 

53.9 

55. 1 

56.7 

1 Q7T 

do. 

54.5 

56.3 

57.3 

57.8 

58.4 

60.2 

60.8 

64.1 

fid  7 

67  8 

Feed  per  ton 

Laying  feed 

^Dollars 

88.0 

88.0 

88.0 

88.0 

88.0 

88.0 

89.0 

88.0 

86.0 

83.0 

83.0 

83.0 

86.7 

1972 

do. 

84.0 

84  0 

84.0 

85.0 

85.0 

86.0 

87.0 

87.0 

88.0 

90.0 

92.0 

1 02.0 

87.8 

do. 

1110 

117.0 

122.0 

1 18  0 

131.0 

157.0 

147.0 

165.0 

1 48.0 

1 44,0 

Broiler  grower  feed 

1971 

do 

99.0 

98.0 

100.0 

100.0 

99.0 

100.0 

99.0 

98.0 

96  0 

94  0 

94  0 

95  0 

97  7 

1972 

do 

96.0 

94.0 

95.0 

96.0 

96.0 

96.0 

96.0 

98.0 

98  0 

100  0 

102  0 

112  0 

98  2 

1973 

do 

120.0 

128.0 

133.0 

130.0 

146.0 

168.0 

163.0 

182.0 

1 69  0 

163.0 

1971 

do 

98.0 

98.0 

99.0 

99.0 

98.0 

98.0 

98.0 

96.0 

95  0 

93  0 

92  0 

91  0 

96  2 

1972 

do 

93.0 

93.0 

93.0 

95.0 

95.0 

95.0 

97.0 

98.0 

1 00  0 

101  0 

1 0?  0 

110  0 

97  7 

1973 

do 

121.0 

131.0 

137.0 

133.0 

152.0 

179.0 

177.0 

193.0 

1  76  0 

1  70  0 

Corni  Chicago  No.  2  yellow 

(per  bushel) 

1971 

Cents 

159.2 

157.2 

155.6 

151.4 

152.3 

157.9 

147  9 

128.9 

116  1 

110  8 

1 07  6 

1218 

1 38  9 

1972 

do 

121.8 

121.1 

122.3 

126.1 

128.7 

125.2 

129.0 

129.1 

1 39  3 

1 33.6 

1 32  7 

1 56  4 

1 30  4 

1973 

do. 

157.3 

160.3 

158.7 

164.5 

200.6 

242.7 

252.8 

297.3 

246.2 

233.4 

Soybean  meal,  44  percent. 

Decatur  (per  ton,  bulk) 

1971   

Dollars 

80.25 

77.50 

77.00 

74.25 

78.25 

81.50 

84.25 

78.75 

73.75 

74.75 

73.80 

80.60 

77.85 

1972   

do. 

82.60 

84.80 

90.90 

94.50 

95.30 

95.00 

101.40 

101.00 

107.75 

109.00 

123.20 

174  00 

104.95 

1973   

do. 

188  40 

218.75 

199.90 

203  25 

314.60 

412.50 

311.20 

285.00 

208.10 

131.00 

Tables  44-46.  — Number  of  layers  on  farms,  rate  of  egg  production,  and  total  egg  output  on  farms,  50  States 

Average  for  the  month 

Number  of  layers  on  farms 

1971   

Mil. 

324 

320 

317 

314 

311 

308 

307 

308 

311 

315 

319 

321 

314 

1972   

do. 

321 

318 

313 

308 

302 

300 

299 

300 

300 

301 

302 

301 

305 

1973   

do. 

300 

298 

297 

295 

290 

285 

281 

283 

287 

290 

Eggs  laid  per  100  layers 

1971   

No. 

1,854 

1,702 

1.913 

1,873 

1.947 

1.879 

1,910 

1,880 

1,802 

1.863 

1.813 

1,880 

223 

1972   

do. 

1.895 

1,799 

1.962 

1,915 

1.974 

1,900 

1,944 

1.918 

1,837 

1,886 

1,825 

1.900 

227 

1973   

do. 

1.901 

1.741 

1,952 

1,913 

1,990 

1.906 

1,939 

1,907 

1.835 

1,896 

Total  monthly  egg  production 

1971   

Mil.  cs. 

16.7 

15.1 

16.8 

16.3 

16.8 

16.1 

16.3 

16.1 

15.5 

16.3 

16.1 

16.8 

194.9 

1972   

Mil.  cs. 

16.9 

15.9 

17.1 

16.4 

16.6 

15.8 

16.1 

16.0 

15.3 

15.8 

15.3 

15.9 

193.0 

1973   

Mil.  cs. 

15.8 

14.4 

16.1 

15.7 

16.0 

15.1 

15.2 

15.0 

14.6 

15.3 

First  ol  month 

Number  of  layers  on  farms 

1971   

Mil. 

327 

322 

318 

316 

312 

309 

306 

307 

309 

312 

317 

321 

1972   

do. 

321 

320 

315 

312 

304 

301 

298 

300 

299 

301 

302 

302 

1973   

do. 

301 

299 

296 

297 

292 

288 

282 

281 

286 

288 

292 

Eggs  laid  per  100  layers 

1971   

No. 

59.1 

60.4 

61.2 

61.1 

62.7 

63.0 

62.3 

60.9 

60.2 

59.8 

60.2 

60.7 

1972   

do. 

60.6 

61.5 

62.6 

63.9 

63.7 

63.5 

63.1 

62.4 

61.3 

61.1 

60.7 

61.0 

1973   

do. 

60.8 

61.8 

62.6 

63.3 

64.2 

64.1 

62.9 

62.1 

60.8 

61.5 

60.8 

"See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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Table  15.—  Selected  poultry  and  egg  statistics*— Continued 


Item 

Data  in— 

Jan.  j  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Annual 

Tables  44-46.— Number  of  layers  on  farms,  rate  of 

jgg  production,  and  total  egg  output  on  farms,  50  States— Continued 

Average  for  the  month— Continued 

Daily  rate  of  egg  production 

1971   

Mil. 

193  194 

194 

193 

196 

195 

191 

187 

186 

187 

191 

195 

1972   

Mil. 

195  197 

197 

199 

194 

191 

188 

187 

184 

184 

183 

184 

1973   

Mil. 

183  185 

186 

188 

187 

184 

177 

174 

174 

177 

177 

Tables  47-52.— Factors  in  monthly  supply  of  shell  eggs,  50  States 


Eggs  produced  on  farms 

1971   

1 ,000  cs. 

16,692 

15,114 

16,828 

16,319 

16,806 

16,075 

16,283 

16,094 

15,544 

16,275 

16,072 

16,772 

194,874 

1972   

1 ,000  cs. 

1 6,889 

15,881 

17,081 

16,378 

16,575 

15,806 

16,147 

15.964 

15,308 

15.789 

15,311 

15,914 

193,043 

1973   

1,000  cs. 

15,842 

14,406 

16,094 

15,658 

16.022 

15,072 

15,153 

15,006. 

14,625 

15,264 

Storage  movement  of  shell  eggs 

1971   

1.000  cs. 

9 

-8 

87 

-59 

21 

-3 

50 

-7 

-7 

1 

-41 

-34 

9 

1972   

1 ,000  cs. 

•21 

10 

36 

16 

90 

38 

5 

-34 

47 

-74 

38 

^14 

-19 

1973   

1 ,000  cs. 

75 

-29 

10 

-60 

4 

31 

-21 

14 

25 

-25 

Eggs  broken  commercially 

1971   

1,000  cs. 

1,529 

1,477 

1.832 

1,809 

1,879 

2,130 

1,916 

.  1 ,788 

1,820 

1,774 

1,793 

1,678 

21,425 

1972   

1,000  cs. 

1,665 

1,693 

1302 

1J305 

2,118 

2,298 

1,906 

1.995 

1,552 

1,643 

1,414 

1,041 

20,932 

1973   

1 ,000  cs. 

1,143 

1,280 

1,456 

1,406 

1,699 

1,862 

1,678 

1,665 

1,596 

Eggs  used  for  hatching 

1971   

1 ,000  cs. 

991 

1,189 

1,220 

1,229 

1,158 

1,090 

1,078 

964 

958 

996 

1,050 

1,097 

1 3,020 

1972   

1 ,000  cs. 

1,094 

1,214 

1,220 

1,248 

1,157 

1,096 

1,089 

969 

1.002 

997 

1,031 

1,058 

13,175 

1973   

1 ,000  cs. 

997 

1.194 

1,204 

1.241 

1,150 

1,052 

1,099 

1,018 

1.038 

Balance 

1971   

1,000  cs. 

14.163 

12,456 

13,689 

13,340 

13,748 

12,858 

1 3,239 

13,349 

12,773 

13.504 

13,270 

14,031 

160,420 

1972   

1,000  cs. 

14,151 

12,964 

14,023 

1  3,309 

13,210 

12,374 

13,147 

13,034 

12,707 

13,223 

12,954 

1  3,859 

158,955 

1973   

1,000  cs. 

1 3,627 

1 1 ,961 

1  3,424 

13,071 

13,169 

12,127 

12,397 

12,309 

1 1 ,966 

Tables  53-54.— Commercial  production  of  poultry  and  red  meat,  48  States 


Chicken  and  turkey  meat. 
Ready-to-cook  weight* 


1971   

Mil.  lb. 

762 

676 

791 

757 

749 

894 

909 

1.020 

1,003 

1,009 

935 

870 

10.375 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

799 

754 

821 

754 

881 

961 

918 

1,113 

981 

1,091 

977 

833 

10,883 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

855 

721 

781 

725 

886 

949 

920 

1,070 

91 1< 

Total  red  meat,  carcass  weight7 

1971   

Mil.  lb. 

3,176 

2,777 

3,300 

3.157 

3,032 

3,196 

2,991 

3,069 

3,215 

3,128 

3,168 

3.161 

37,363 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

2,984 

2,870 

3,279 

2.931 

3,175 

3,077 

2,664 

3,157 

3,031 

3,302 

3.194 

2.973 

36,637 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

3.173 

2.720 

2,976 

2,576 

3,040 

2,797 

2,651 

2,701 

2,633 

Table  56.— Chicken  certified  a 

s  wholesome  in  Federally  inspected  plants,  ready-to-cook  weight 

Young 

1971   

Mil.  lb. 

563.1 

530.3 

616.5 

599.4 

592.1 

654.3 

619.4 

673.7 

630.9 

624.5 

576.2 

600.7 

7.281.0 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

616.1 

596.1 

652.7 

623.7 

715.4 

713.1 

636.6 

738.6 

636.1 

694.8 

618.1 

582.2 

7,823.4 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

662.1 

566.2 

621.4 

594.4 

712.1 

680.0 

673.6 

703.5 

609.5 

Mature 

1971   

Mil.  lb. 

47.0 

45.5 

49  1 

46.6 

39.6 

46.3 

37.5 

37.3 

47.2 

42.3 

43.5 

41.9 

523.9 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

49.2 

47.9 

47.2 

45.7 

41.7 

44.5 

33.4 

42.6 

38.4 

44.4 

43.9 

38.8 

517.9 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

46.7 

47.5 

47.0 

46.8 

45.3 

48.2 

39.1 

34.7 

38.7 

Total 

1971   

Mil.  lb. 

610.1 

575.8 

665.7 

646.0 

631.7 

700.6 

656.9 

711.0 

678.1 

666.8 

619.7 

642.5 

7.804.9 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

665.3 

644.0 

699.9 

669.4 

757.1 

757.6 

670.0 

781.1 

674.4 

739.2 

662.1 

621.1 

8.341.2 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

708.8 

613.7 

668.4 

641.2 

757.4 

728.2 

712.8 

738.2 

648.1 

Table  57.— Chicken  and  turkey  inspected  for  canning  and  other  processed  foods  in  Federally  inspected  plants,ready-to-cook  weight 


Chicken 

Young 

1971   

Mil. 

lb. 

29.6 

27.4 

32.6 

30.6 

30.7 

34.0 

33.4 

31.9 

34.0 

33.7 

32.9 

32.1 

382.8 

1972   

Mil. 

lb. 

34.0 

39.8 

38.2 

34.0 

37.1 

37.5 

33.0 

38.6 

35.7 

39.5 

36.5 

37.1 

437.0 

1973   

Mil. 

lb. 

40.1 

34  ; 

37.9 

40.0 

40.6 

38.6 

37.8 

43.2 

40.4 

Mature 

1971   

Mil 

lb. 

36.4 

36.7 

42.4 

39.2 

36.7 

37.4 

29.2 

34.1 

33.6 

33.9 

35.4 

33.0 

428.0 

1972   

Mil 

lb. 

37.5 

41.3 

46.4 

43.3 

46.4 

41.6 

31.7 

38.0 

32.0 

36.1 

36.9 

34.6 

465.7 

1973   

Mil 

lb. 

42.6 

40.0 

48.0 

4  3  3 

45.4 

41.6 

36.9 

38.0 

36.4 

Total 

1971   

Mil 

lb. 

66.0 

64.1 

75.0 

69.8 

67.4 

71.3 

62.6 

65.9 

67.6 

67.6 

68.3 

65.1 

810.8 

1972   

Mil. 

lb. 

71.5 

77.1 

84.6 

77.3 

83.5 

79.1 

64.7 

76.6 

67.6 

75.6 

73.4 

71.7 

902.7 

1973   

Mil 

lb. 

82.8 

74.7 

85.9 

83.2 

86.0 

80.2 

74.7 

81.2 

76J3 

Turkey 

1971   

Mil 

lb. 

36.1 

34.8 

39.4 

33.3 

32.7 

46.2 

53.6 

58.6 

60.6 

65.5 

56.2 

45.5 

562.5 

1972   

Mil 

lb. 

33.6 

35.9 

39.5 

34.7 

38.7 

57.5 

62.9 

72.4 

67.8 

79.6 

69.0 

47.6 

639.1 

1973   

Mil 

lb. 

43.2 

40.1 

48.3 

38.4 

43.1 

53.9 

67.4 

89.3 

83.6 

•See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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Table  15.—  Selected  poultry  and  egg  statistics*— Continued 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Dec. 

Annual 

Table  59.- 

Turkey  certified  as  wholesome  in  Federally  inspected  plants,  ready-to-cook  weight 

Fryer-roasters 

Mil.  lb. 

6.4 

6.2 

9.8 

8.2 

5.6 

7.2 

6.1 

6.6 

6.4 

8.4 

7.8 

8.1 

87.0 

Mil.  lb. 

6.8 

8.4 

9.1 

6.7 

7.4 

8.0 

6.3 

6.9 

6.8 

7.1 

9.4 

7.5 

90.4 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

6.7 

7.6 

9.4 

7  4 

6.3 

8  2 

7.5 

6J3 

6.6 

Young  turkeys 

1971   

Mil.  lb. 

42.4 

24.7 

31.6 

38.6 

56.0 

115.8 

166.0 

213.2 

228.8 

247.3 

234.6 

137.3 

1,536.2 

Mil.  lb. 

50.3 

36.2 

35.7 

36.8 

65.4 

135.8 

177.4 

246.1 

234.3 

275.3 

251 .6 

144.8 

1,689.6 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

62.0 

33.2 

35.1 

47.4 

75.3 

129.4 

173.5 

225.9 

204.5 

Old  turkeys 

1971   

Mil.  lb. 

1.0 

.6 

1.3 

.9 

1.5 

4.7 

5.0 

1.4 

.6 

.2 

.5 

.7 

18.4 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

.6 

.5 

.9 

.8 

1.7 

5.2 

3.2 

1.7 

.7 

.3 

.3 

.4 

16.4 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

1.0 

.8 

.9 

1.0 

2.7 

5.3 

4.0 

1.5 

1.2 

Total  turkeys 

1971   

Mil.  lb. 

49.9 

31.5 

42.7 

47.7 

63.1 

127.7 

177.1 

221.2 

235.8 

256.0 

242.9 

146.1 

1,641.6 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

57.6 

45.2 

45.8 

44.3 

74.6 

149.0 

186.9 

254.6 

241.7 

282.7 

261.3 

152.7 

1,796.5 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

69.7 

41.6 

45.3 

55.8 

84.2 

142.9 

185.0 

234.1 

212.3 

Table  60.— Ducks,  other  poultry,  and  total  poultry  certified  as  wholesome  in  Federally  inspected  plants,  ready-to-cook  weight 

D  k 

'''  'b' 

2.0 

1.7 

2.9 

4.5 

4.6 

6.0 

5.3 

5.7 

4 

• 

2.1 

2.0 

2.4 

4.3 

5.7 

6.2 

5.2 

5.8 

4  9 

AO 

.9 

1 973 

m'i  lb 

2.6 

2.2 

2.7 

4.1 

5.7 

5.5 

5.3 

5.0 

4.1 

Other  poultry 

II.  lb. 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.2 

.2 

.2 

1.5 

JE?  

m!  Ib 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.2 

.2 

.2 

.3 

1.7 

' 

k  n 
' 

■ .  . 

.2 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.2 

.2 

.2 

Total  poultry 

Mil.  Ib. 

662.1 

609.1 

71 1.4 

698.3 

699.5 

834.4 

839.6 

938.2 

9 1 9.4 

928.8 

868.7 

792.4 

9,502.1 

1972   

Mil.  Ib. 

725.1 

691.3 

748.3 

718.2 

837.6 

913.1 

862.3 

1.041.8 

921.3 

1,028.4 

930.0 

777.3 

10,194.6 

1973 

Mil  Ib 

781.2 

657.6 

716.6 

701.2 

847.5 

876.8 

903.2 

977.5 

864.6 

Tables  61-62.- 

-Chicks  hatched  by  types  and  pullet  chicks  placed 

Chicks  hatched 

Broiler-type 

Mil, 

264.2 

239.0 

280.3 

282.3 

289.3 

280.0 

268.6 

268.4 

239.8 

238.7 

250.4 

267.0 

3,168.0 

Mil. 

273.9 

269.4 

297.3 

293.9 

303.0 

286.2 

273.1 

272.2 

239.7 

247.0 

251 .2 

260.7 

3,267.5 

Mil. 

2G1.6 

241.9 

287.9 

289.5 

298.0 

283.0 

258.7 

270.4 

246.5 

249.4 

Egg-type 

Mil. 

40.4 

42.9 

57.8 

64.6 

60.2 

49.3 

41.4 

38.2 

34.4 

33.8 

32.9 

31.6 

527.5 

Mil. 

39.1 

41.6 

48.0 

53.0 

52.0 

42.9 

38.6 

37.5 

36.0 

37.9 

32.4 

32.4 

491 .4 

1973   

Mil. 

39.2 

41.6 

51.7 

52.9 

54.9 

44.0 

40.5 

42.0 

43.0 

45.8 

Pullet  chicks  placed  domestically  for 

broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks8 

Total 

Thou. 

2.750 

2,599 

3,013 

3,160 

3.196 

3,031 

2,841 

2.929 

2,559 

2,543 

2,553 

2,794 

33,968 

1972   

Thou. 

2,540 

2,228 

2,676 

3.308 

2,786 

2.694 

2,753 

2,530 

2,498 

2.475 

2,371 

2.249 

31,108 

1973   

Thou. 

2,390 

2,170 

3,056 

3.048 

2,958 

2.527 

2,495 

2.588 

2,653 

3,022 

Cummulation  relevant  to 

breeder  flock* 

1971   

Thou. 

27.272 

27,056 

27,007 

26.575 

26,127 

25,777 

24,922 

23.995 

23,174 

23.103 

23.265 

23.752 

1972   

Thou. 

24,000 

23.546 

23.519 

23.328 

23.272 

22,812 

22.446 

21.790 

20,987 

20,822 

21.201 

21,428 

1973   

Thou. 

21,579 

21.779 

21,515 

21,473 

21,720 

21.415 

20.356 

19,960 

19,436 

19,739 

20,257 

20,717 

1974   

Thou. 

20,769 

20.893 

21.232 

21,495 

22.347 

For  laying  flock  replacements10 

1971   

Thou. 

22,936 

24,067 

31,906 

35,476 

33.310 

27.677 

23.533 

22,027 

19,734 

19.421 

19.013 

18,604 

297,704 

1972   

Thou. 

22,095 

23.051 

26.666 

29,809 

28.781 

24.138 

22,037 

21,276 

20,490 

21.420 

18.584 

18.438 

276,785 

1973   

Thou. 

22,012 

22.970 

28.882 

29,498 

30.394 

24.531 

22,746 

23,592 

24,149 

25,932 

Table  63. 

—Poults  hatched  by  breeds 

Poults  hatched 

Light  breeds 

1971   

Thou. 

1.097 

862 

843 

775 

1.113 

1.273 

1,507 

1.241 

1.027 

1.171 

1,301 

1,014 

13,224 

1972   

Thou. 

983 

984 

1,168 

1,266 

1,350 

1.398 

1,668 

1.596 

1.168 

1,227 

1,644 

1.615 

16,067 

1973   

Thou. 

1,293 

1,014 

1,460 

1,232 

1,034 

1.446 

1,685 

1,525 

1,149 

1,203 

Total  heavy  breeds 

1971   

Thou. 

7.406 

10.835 

17,342 

19.303 

19,358 

16.045 

10.119 

3,890 

2.152 

1.999 

2,720 

4,210 

115,379 

1972   

Thou. 

7.404 

12.509 

18,472 

20.330 

20,524 

17,667 

1 1 .078 

4,999 

2.192 

2,305 

2,968 

5,064 

125.512 

1973   

Thou. 

8.340 

1 1 .869 

16,884 

19.535 

20,664 

17,975 

12.1 18 

5,854 

2,855 

2.718 

All  breeds 

1971   

Thou. 

8.503 

1 1 .697 

18,185 

20.078 

20,471 

17,318 

1 1 ,626 

5,131 

3,179 

3,170 

4.021 

5,224 

128,603 

1972   

Thou. 

8,387 

13.493 

19,640 

21,596 

21.874 

19,065 

12.746 

6,595 

3.360 

3.532 

4,612 

6.679 

141,579 

1973   

Thou. 

9,633 

12,883 

18,344 

20.767 

21.698 

19,421 

1 3,803 

7,379 

4,004 

3,921 

•See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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Table  15.— Selected  poultry  and  egg  statistics*— Continued. 


Item 

Data  in— 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Annual 

Table  66.— Cold  storage  holdings  of  shell  and  frozen  eggs,  first  of  month 


All  Frozen  eggs 

1971   

1972   

1973   

Shell  eggs 

1971   

1972   

1973   

Shell  equivalent  of  all  eggs 

1971   

1972   

1973   


Mil.  lb. 
Mil.  lb. 
Mil.  lb. 

1 .000  cs. 
1 .000  cs. 
1 .000  cs. 

1 ,000  cs. 
1 ,000  cs. 
1 ,000  cs. 


49.9 
73.8 


1.315 
1,929 
1,766 


49.0 
71.6 
58.0 


1.299 
1,851 
1,585 


51.3 
71.1 
53.3 


54.3 
71.1 
49.1 


60.4 
74.6 
45.9 


67.4 
80.4 
44.7 


75.1 
85.4 
45.9 


81.4 
88.4 
5U.0 


84.0 
83.9 
51.8 


82.2 
80.4 


1.350 
1.850 
1.435 


1.513 
1.885 
1.340 


1.608 
1.990 
1.198 


1.807 
2,227 
1.174 


1.999 
2,391 
1,233 


2.171 
2.466 
1,283 


2.201 
2,439 
1.330 


2.262 
2.372 
1,401 


2,215 
2.210 
1.467 


80.2 
76.2 


51 

60 

52 

139 

80 

101 

98 

148 

141 

134 

135 

94 

60 

39 

49 

85 

101 

191 

229 

234 

200 

247 

173 

85 

41 

116 

87 

97 

37 

41 

72 

51 

65 

90 

65 

2.124 
2.013 


Table  67.— Cold  storage  holdings  of  frozen  eggs,  by  types,  first  of  the  month 


Frozen  whole  or  mixed  ego. 

1971   

Mil 

lb. 

29.4 

28.6 

29.5 

30.5 

33.6 

37.7 

41.9 

45.0 

46.8 

47.9 

46.6 

45.7 

1972   

Mil 

lb. 

42.7 

41.1 

40.9 

40.3 

42.6 

45.0 

47.6 

49.3 

50.5 

48.0 

45.8 

42.0 

1973   

Mil. 

lb. 

38.0 

32.4 

29.8 

26.9 

24.6 

23.1 

24.4 

23.2 

24.6 

27.1 

28.7 

Frozen  egg  whites 

1971   

Mil. 

lb. 

6.0 

6.1 

7.0 

7.5 

7.9 

8.9 

9.4 

10.2 

10.2 

10.4 

10.7 

10.6 

1972   

Mil. 

lb. 

9.6 

9.6 

9.2 

10.0 

10.5 

1 1.5 

12.7 

13.0 

12.8 

12.3 

12.1 

11.7 

1973   

Mil 

lb. 

11.0 

9.6 

94 

8.8 

7.8 

7.9 

7.7 

8.9 

95 

10.4 

11.1 

Yolk 

1971   

Mil 

lb. 

13.0 

12.7 

13.1 

14.8 

16.6 

18.4 

21.0 

21.8 

21.6 

22.6 

22.1 

20.9 

1972   

Mil 

lb. 

18.4 

17.7 

17.6 

17.7 

18.0 

19.8 

20.6 

20.4 

19.4 

18.3 

17.1 

17.5 

1973   

Mil 

lb. 

14.9 

13.7 

11.9 

1 1.4 

11.3 

1 1.5 

11.0 

12.3 

11.1 

10.3 

11.3 

Tables  68-69.—  Cold  storage  holdings  of  poultry,  first  of  the  month 


Turkey 

1971   

Mil. 

lb. 

218.9 

207.1 

177.3 

146.0 

119.4 

111.5 

140.3 

202.8 

307.6 

389.0 

475.2 

308.7 

1972   

Mil. 

lb. 

223.1 

208.0 

178.5 

144.5 

121.3 

111.1 

143.4 

213.2 

314.0 

408.5 

472.9 

297.0 

1973   

Mil 

lb. 

208.1 

187.4 

152.9 

115.7 

89.7 

87.9 

137.6 

199.5 

262.0 

354.3 

456.1 

Poultry  excluding  turkeys  and  ducks 

1971   

Mil 

lb. 

163.5 

156.5 

152.1 

145.7 

140.4 

134.4 

140.6 

144.1 

146.1 

148.9 

150.9 

149.7 

1972   

Mil 

lb. 

148.4 

140.4 

132.5 

116.1 

113.3 

101.3 

100.7 

100.9 

101.5 

105.7 

1095 

11 1.4 

1973   

Mil 

lb. 

113.1 

103.2 

96.3 

86.6 

87.1 

84.0 

88.1 

89.7 

91.2 

106.0 

1165 

Broilers,  fryers  and  roasters 

1971   

Mil. 

lb. 

52.2 

47.1 

44.0 

44.2 

41.0 

38.4 

38.6 

37.7 

38.8 

36.8 

37.3 

40.2 

1972   

Mil. 

lb. 

39.8 

37.6 

32.3 

30.3 

29.2 

26.9 

24.2 

23.4 

22.8 

23.9 

27.3 

27.8 

1973   

Mil. 

lb. 

29.1 

27.6 

22.9 

21.3 

21.9 

21.0 

20.0 

19.2 

22.6 

27.6 

32.2 

Tables  70-71.— Exports  of  fresh  or  frozen  poultry 


1971   

Thou.  lb. 

7.614 

6.975 

7,011 

7,327 

9.414 

9.022 

8,494 

14,141 

9,951 

3.620 

5,756 

11,218 

100,542 

1972   

Thou.  lb. 

8,614 

7,334 

7.573 

6,337 

7,81 1 

9,104 

7.815 

8,832 

8,131 

7.124 

6,469 

8,976 

94.118 

1973   

Thou.  lb. 

7.365 

8.526 

6.958 

6.028 

7.335 

7.205 

7,186 

6,595 

6.695 

Turkeys 

1971   

Thou.  lb. 

925 

2,275 

1,644 

1,370 

794 

1.069 

1.529 

1.986 

3.899 

2.357 

2.494 

2,688 

23,031 

1972   

Thou.  lb. 

1.675 

2.258 

1.587 

1.597 

1,105 

1,650 

2,911 

3,930 

3.168 

5.354 

6,317 

4,837 

36,390 

1973   

Thou.  lb. 

2.927 

3,180 

4,496 

1.712 

1.613 

3,245 

4,175 

5,392 

5.016 

Tables  72-75 

-USDA 

contracts  to  purchase  dried  whole  egg  solids,  young  chickens,  anc 

turkeys 

Egg  products  (shell  equivalent! 

1971   

1,000  cs. 

162 

8-1 

85 

119 

112 

162 

116 

9 

304 

?  V, 

13: 

40 

1,600 

1972   

1.000  cs. 

208 

215 

207 

630 

1973   

1.000  cs. 

61 

20 

178 

:88 

Young  chickens,  ready-to-cook  wt. 

1971   

Mil.  lb. 

4.2 

3.6 

5.9 

10.6 

8  5 

10  3 

7.3 

50.4 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

4.5 

in  4 

11  6 

lb  6 

13.7 

13.5 

70.3 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

14.0 

5.6 

S  9 

6.6 

i  1.4 

Canned  boned  chicken 

1971   

Doz.  cans 

85.0 

190.4 

71.4 

153.4 

105.4 

91.8 

700.4 

1972   

Doz.  cans 

387.6 

374.0 

595.0 

404.6 

374.0 

357.0 

23.8 

88.4 

40.8 

125.8 

180.2 

241.4 

3.192.6 

1973   

Doz.  cans 

261.8 

200.6 

47.6 

268.6 

129.2 

428.4 

214.2 

37.4 

187.0 

915 

Canned  boned  turkey 

1971   

Doz.  cans 

85.0 

20.4 

23.8 

149.6 

207.4 

357.0 

1972   

Doz.  cans 

397  a 

108.8 

190.4 

153.0 

129.2 

74.8 

1 ,054.0 

1973"   

Doz.  cans 

104.7 

89.8 

18.7 

22.4 

37.4 

34.0 

139.4 

119.0 

1425 

Turkey,  ready-to-cook  wt. 

1971   

Mil.  lb 

8.2 

6  8 

10.4 

12.7 

7.1 

45.2 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

1.5 

14.8 

14.0 

11.6 

8.5 

1.3 

51.6 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

1.5 

5.0 

2.4 

10.1 

11.3 

1  Reported  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  Prices  collected  during  a  three-day 
period  in  the  month.  'Fifty  urban  areas  in  sample.  'Midpoint  of  reported  range; 
however,  mostly  prices  when  quoted.  4Trucklot  sales,  ice  packed.  The  9  cities  are 
Chicago,  Cleveland,  Detroit,  Los  Angeles,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh.  St. 
Louis,  and  San  Francisco.  'Thirty-five  urban  areas.  6 Chicken  and  turkey  meat 
exclude  slaughter  on  farms  for  home  use  and  nonfarm  production.  Estimates  of 
monthly  poultry   meat  production  based  on  available  indications  of  marketing 


developed  from  information  on  inventories,  numbers  raised,  intentions  to  raise  and 
market  poultry  as  well  as  data  on  chick  placement  and  current  monthly  marketings. 
'Excludes  farm  slaughter,  lard  and  rendered  pork  fat.  'Placements  reported  by 
leading  breeders,  "Sum  of  domestic  placements  7-14  months  previous.  '0One-half 
egg-type  chick  hatch  plus  pullet  chicks  placed  for  hatchery  supply  flocks.  1  1  Simple 
average.  1 1  Frozen  cooked. 
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